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Our “Life Together”
•• To follow the core beliefs of the LCMS
•• To equip rural professional and
lay leaders
•• To support congregations in
community engagement

Please Pray for
These Important Dates
Jan. 16 – Webinar
“LCMS Rural and Small-town
Church Dynamics”
with the Rev. Todd Kollbaum,
LCMS RSTM director,
and Amy Gerdts, associate director
of Communications, Lutheran
Bible Translators
1–2 p.m. CST
Feb. 13 – Webinar
“Rural and Small-town Disaster
Response”
with the Rev. James Daub,
pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Havelock, N.C.
1–2 p.m. CST
March 12 – Webinar
“Domestic Abuse in RST Settings”
with Dr. Kim Schave, director,
Humanitri, St. Louis
1–2 p.m. CST

The Lord Is My Helper
“So we can confidently say,
‘The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear; what can man do
to me?’” (Heb. 13:6)

h

ave you ever felt down
or even depressed about the
challenges facing congregations in rural and small-town
America? It’s altogether too easy
to fall into that trap. Between the
perceived shrinking populations, the
aging congregations, and members
with competing interests, it can
seem difficult at best to carry out ministry, at least to carry it out the way we’d like to or
have in the past. These factors often bring about a lack of hope and a sense of fear of the
future. Yet, it’s helpful for us to remember that the Lord of the Church always has work
for us to accomplish.
There are so many opportunities for us in rural and small-town congregations. There
is still an enormous mission field all around us. Out of 6000+ LCMS congregations,
some 3,136 are in rural and small-town settings. These numbers show us that there are
nearly 17,000,000 people living in and around these congregations. With a conservative
estimate of 50 to 60 percent of those folks being unaffiliated with a church or a faith of
any sort, the possibilities for outreach are most assuredly there. Not to mention that
there are studies which show us that in many of these areas there is beginning to be a
positive net in-migration of people and even a “Brain Gain” of sorts, where in the past it
was mostly a loss.
Of course, we must deal with the realities of our age. But we simply cannot forget
that the Lord of the Church has it all under control according to His will. Bear in mind
what we are told at the close of Hebrews 13, “Now may the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in
us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen.”
Pastor Todd Kollbaum
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Holding Out
Hope 1 Peter 3:15
Reaching Rural America for Christ is published
monthly by LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission.

by the Rev. Craig K. Niemeier, pastor, Zion Lutheran
Church, Worms, Neb.

Reaching Rural America for Christ may be
reprinted with acknowledgment given to The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

n the transition from familiar to
unknown, these can be hard questions
to answer: “Well, what now? What’s next?”
In an American culture that values hard
work, rewards ingenuity, and praises the
plan that yields tangible results, is it ever
okay to say, “We don’t have all those details
figured out yet, but I’m confident that our
risen Savior will get us there”?
Isn’t that part of the beauty of 1 Peter 3?
By the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, the Apostle
calls the baptized to “honor Christ the Lord
as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you” (v. 15). This
verse was first addressed not to armchair
Christians living comfortably co-existent
with the world around. Instead — as surrounding verses make clear — it is proclaimed to those who may be called upon to
“suffer for righteousness’ sake” (v. 14). What
will the plan be then? When the future is
unknown? When things are out of our control? When it is hard, and maybe even hurts,
to live faithfully as a Christian?
Your God calls His people to be ready
to give reason for the hope of their hearts.
He is the God of all hope, though not
as the world understands it. The third
grader “hopes” that chocolate cake lies

© 2020 LCMS

Staff
Rev. Todd Kollbaum
Director, LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, and
pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Madison, Neb.
Chrissy Thomas
Designer

Contact us
We want to hear from you! If you have ideas for
future issues, comments, or feedback on articles
you’ve read in Reaching Rural America for Christ,
please contact the RSTM office.
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
205 S. Main, P.O. Box 719
Concordia, MO 64020
888-463-5127
rstm@lcms.org
lcms.org/rstm
!lcmsrstm

How to Subscribe
To subscribe to Reaching Rural America for Christ,
contact the RSTM office by calling 888-463-5127
or sending an email to rstm@lcms.org.

Support This Work
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and
encourages rural and small-town congregations in
engaging their communities and growing together
in Christ through Word and Sacrament.
Click the Give Now button to
support the work of RSTM.

GIVE NOW

Thrivent members: Remember that RSTM is
eligible for Thrivent Choice Dollars!
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underneath the white frosting surface. But
how will he know for sure until the knife
descends and begins to reveal the hidden
contents? Mom “hopes” the weather clears
up so that the kids can arrive back home
safely. But how much stock can she put in
the forecast of a weatherman whose predictions are as often wrong as they are right?
Because Jesus’ resurrection actually
happened, the hope of our hearts is not
so “flip-of-a-coin” uncertain! With Good
Friday denial still echoing in the chambers
of Peter’s memory, Jesus came and restored
the man. There is nothing uncertain about
the One who stood before him and, after
forgiving him, said, “Feed my sheep” (John
21:7). Because He lives, Peter didn’t need to
devise a plan to get himself out of the past
and into the future. He rather received in
faith the gift of his future from the nailscarred hands of his loving Savior.
We know the trends: Seminary enrollment is down, the number of empty pews
is up, and the task in front of us can seem
daunting. But even as we prayerfully
consider the important questions, “What
now? What next?,” we do so with the hope
of Jesus’ promises upholding our hearts. “I
trust in You, O Lord, I say, ‘You are my God;
my times are in Your hands’” (Ps. 31:14–15).

RSTM Events Update

D

on’t forget that Rural & Small Town
Mission provides free monthly webinars on topics important to congregations
in town and country settings. Up next is
“LCMS Rural and Small-town Church
Dynamics” on Jan. 16, followed by “Rural
and Small-town Disaster Response” on
Feb. 13. Find past webinars in our archive.
RSTM’s newest events, Welcoming
Workshops, are something we think your
congregation will love and benefit from.
These day-long events will help congregations become more welcoming, providing
God’s Word to both current members and
guests. They will offer practical resources
on Welcoming Buildings, Welcoming

Publications and Welcoming People.
Register for one of our Engaging Your
Community (EYC) or Engaging the
Wandering (ETW) events at lcms.org/
rstm. These partner events offer resources
and training in communication skills for
reaching out to wandering members and
communities with Christ’s love. Contact
your district or the RSTM office if you are
interested in holding an event near you.
We are currently scheduling for 2020!
In addition, pray for the new Making
Disciples for Life conferences and watch for
information on a regional event coming
near you!
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