Lenten Devotion Four
The Spirit Annointed Christ for Mercy – Lenten Worship Series
Lent was the time when candidates for Holy Baptism were intently preparing to be baptized at the Vigil of Easter. We, too, in this
season of Lent prepare ourselves to remember our Baptism at Easter as we ritually “pass over” with Jesus from death to new life.
During this Lenten season we remember Jesus’ Baptism, His anointing with the Holy Spirit, and His words in Luke 4: that He
was anointed to show and to be mercy. As His people — hearing Him proclaim God’s Word and being God’s Word as Prophet;
seeing Him sacrifice Himself on a cross and knowing that He intercedes for us as Priest; and knowing that we live under Him as
King in righteousness and purity — we will be reminded of our work of mercy. (Each service will present an opportunity to give of our
treasures to the church’s corporate mercy work through LCMS World Relief and Human Care.)

The Spirit Anointed Christ . . . to Preach Deliverance to Captives
HYMN “When to Our World the Savior Came” [LSB 551]
INVOCATION
Pastor:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
Pastor:

Christ Jesus reigns as King in wisdom and grace. He offers and gives us freedom.

People: He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT Is. 42:1–9
[After the reading]
Pastor:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor:

Set us free from our prison.

People: Let us call upon You in righteousness.
CONFESSION (based on Ps. 142) read together.
1

I cry out to the LORD with my voice;
With my voice to the LORD I make my supplication.

2

I pour out my complaint before Him;
I declare before Him my trouble.

3

When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, Then You knew my path.
In the way in which I walk They have secretly set a snare for me.
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Look on my right hand and see,
For there is no one who acknowledges me;
Refuge has failed me;
No one cares for my soul.

5

I cried out to You, O LORD:
I said, “You are my refuge,
My portion in the land of the living.

6

Attend to my cry,
For I am brought very low;
Deliver me from my persecutors,
For they are stronger than I.

7

Bring my soul out of prison,
That I may praise Your name;
The righteous shall surround me,
For You shall deal bountifully with me.”

Pastor:

LCMS World Relief and Human Care

In Psalm 142, the Spirit encourages us to cry out to God because He is our refuge and the only
one who can deliver us from those who hold us in bondage and captivity. With those thoughts in
mind, together we humbly make our confession.

(Silence for reflection and personal confession)
Pastor:

It is true, Father in heaven,

People: we are in prisons, prisons of our making and those that have been built for us by enemies too
powerful for us to control.
Pastor:

We sometimes put ourselves in the dungeon and lock the doors behind us,

People: and sometimes we are captured because we have not walked Your path or followed Your way;
and the snare was set, and we entered.
Pastor:

We have not always cried out to You for help,

People: but we often complain to and about everyone else; and sometimes our complaint is that You
have not done enough to free us.
Pastor:

Father in heaven, we have sinned against You and have acted foolishly.

People: Father in heaven, we have sinned against You and our neighbor. We stand before You in need
of forgiveness. Set us free from the prison that we have made and the one made for us by the
evil one.
Pastor:

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, the merciful anointed one.

People: Amen.
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ABSOLUTION (based on Luke 4)
Pastor:

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Because our merciful Lord
was anointed for mercy as Prophet who preaches freedom, as Priest who is the ransom that obtains
freedom, and as King whose Kingdom is freedom — because of the death and resurrection of Jesus,
the Christ, and by His authority, I, as a called and ordained minister of the Word, forgive you all
your sin in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
EPISTLE Acts 12:1–19
Acts 12 Herod’s Violence to the Church
Pastor:

Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 2Then
he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3And because he saw that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. 4So when
he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him,
intending to bring him before the people after Passover. 5Peter was therefore kept in prison, but
constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 6And when Herod was about to bring
him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards
before the door were keeping the prison. 7Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a
light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying,

People: “Arise quickly!”
Pastor:

And his chains fell off his hands. 8Then the angel said to him,

People: “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals;”
Pastor:

and so he did. And he said to him,

People: “Put on your garment and follow me.”
Pastor:

So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel was real,
but thought he was seeing a vision. 10When they were past the first and the second guard posts,
they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord; and
they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11And
when Peter had come to himself, he said,
9

People: “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of
Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”
Pastor:

So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose
surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying. 13And as Peter knocked at
the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14When she recognized Peter’s voice,
because of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood
before the gate. 15But they said to her,
12
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People: “You are beside yourself!”
Pastor:

Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said,

People: “It is his angel.”
Pastor:

Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were
astonished. 17But motioning to them with his hand to keep silent, he declared to them how the
Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said,
16

People: “Go, tell these things to James and to the brethren.”
Pastor:

And he departed and went to another place. 18Then, as soon as it was day, there was no small stir
among the soldiers about what had become of Peter. 19But when Herod had searched for him and
not found him, he examined the guards and commanded that they should be put to death.

Pastor:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 22:24–34 and Luke 4:16–20
MESSAGE
HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” [LSB 435]
OFFERING
Special offerings designated for LCMS World Relief and Human Care’s prison chaplaincy programs.
PRAYER
Pastor:

Generous liberating Lord, You have blessed us richly with life and have provided all things we
need to sustain it. You have freed from the captivity of sin, the jailhouse of the devil and the
dungeon of death. Accept our gifts, and grant us humility to use our blessings wisely, honoring You
and faithfully serving in Your kingdom. We pray in Your name, Lord Jesus, King of kings, and Lord
of lords.

People: Amen.
Pastor:

Lord Jesus, we bring before You the foolishness and failures of our lives. When these keep us from
honoring You,

People: Bring my soul out of prison,
That I may praise Your name;
The righteous shall surround me,
For You shall deal bountifully with me.”
Pastor:

When our own agendas lead us down a wayward path where snares and traps have been laid,
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People: Bring my soul out of prison,
That I may praise Your name;
The righteous shall surround me,
For You shall deal bountifully with me.”.
Pastor:

When self-centeredness takes control of our hearts and puts us in a jailhouse of greed and envy,

People: Bring my soul out of prison,
That I may praise Your name;
The righteous shall surround me,
For You shall deal bountifully with me.”
Pastor:

In Your wisdom, Lord Christ, guide our rulers in the way of justice and peace. Bless the imprisoned
with visitors and pastors who comfort in Your name. Open the prison house of those who have
been unjustly detained and return them to their families. Remember, O Lord, the faithful who
languish in prison, and grant them to see their native land again. In Your mercy grant healing to
those who are sick, comfort to those who grieve, and rest to those who are weary.

People: We pray all of this in Your name, Lord Jesus. Amen.
Pastor:

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:

The Lord Almighty — the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit — bless and preserve you.

People: Amen.
HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” [LSB 848]
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