Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18C)

7 September 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
You have granted us great privilege and mercy, O Lord, that we should be called Your people. Work in us by Your Spirit, that we may love what is good and obey Your command cheerfully. Keep us from an easy faith that costs us nothing, and preserve us so that we may be the salt of the earth and light in the darkness of a world that does not know You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, bless this congregation and all congregations of our Synod; Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; and all servants of the Church, that they would be strengthened to cherish each member of Christ’s Body as dearly beloved brothers and sisters. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You are our life and length of days, and You set before us Your gift of life in Your Holy Word for us and for our children. Preserve Your institutions of marriage and family. Guard husbands and wives, parents and children, both from despising and from idolizing one another. Instead, let every relationship in the home exemplify Your unconditional love for us in Christ, and grant that all might follow Him in their service to one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give Your aid, O Lord, to all elected and appointed public officials, especially our president, the Congress of these United States, our governor, the legislature of this state and all who serve us in Your name in government. Grant peace to the nations, and prosper to the benefit of all people the cause of justice. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God, our King, You promise blessing to those who follow in Your way, yet You also call them to carry their crosses. Grant Your peace to those who suffer among us [especially _____________]. Guide them by Your Word to follow Your way through the pains of this world to the glories of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, grant that all who come to the Lord’s Supper this day may in faith receive Your Son’s body and blood and with it the forgiveness of sins, the desire to amend our sinful lives, and the strength to confess the true faith in all that we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful servants of every time and place, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest, until He comes again in power and glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18C)

7 September 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of the Holy Spirit, that we may love what is good and obey God’s command cheerfully; and as we are kept from an easy faith that costs us nothing, that we would be preserved as the salt of the earth and light in the darkness of a world that does not know God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation and all the congregations of our Synod; for Matthew, our Synod president; for _____________, our district president; and for all the servants of the Church, that they would be strengthened to cherish each member of Christ’s Body as dearly beloved brothers and sisters, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For God’s institutions of marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children would be preserved from despising or idolizing one another; and that every relationship in the home would exemplify God’s unconditional love for us in Christ, so all might follow Him in their service to one another, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all elected and appointed public officials, especially our president, the Congress of these United States, our governor, the legislature of this state and all who serve us in God’s name in government; and for peace among the nations, that God would prosper to the benefit of all people the cause of justice, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That peace would be given to those who suffer among us, [especially _____________,] and that they would bear their crosses and follow Christ through the pains of this world to the glories of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That all who come to the Lord’s Supper this day may in faith receive Christ’s body and blood and with it the forgiveness of sins, the desire to amend our sinful lives, and the strength to confess the true faith in all that we say and do, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful servants of every time and place, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest, until He comes again in power and glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
