Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

St. Matthew

21 September 2025

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, we glorify You for Your sustaining love. We especially thank and praise You for the gift of Your Son, in whom we have redemption and forgiveness of sins; for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for the companionship of Your Holy Church; and for the hope of the age to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, bless Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; and all servants of Your Word. Keep them strong in their witness to Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, Your Son called Matthew from his tax booth to be an apostle who proclaimed salvation. Continue to call men into Your Holy Ministry, and endow them with every good gift to proclaim Your Word and administer Your Sacraments in righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to one another, especially within the home and between neighbors. Let love be genuine, speech truthful and patience constant. Let us commend ourselves in everything as those known by God’s love and, therefore, unashamed to serve one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father in heaven, look favorably on all public servants, giving them wisdom and courage to serve according to Your will. Guard all members of our armed forces, covering them with Your protecting hand. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father of compassion, be near to those who cry out to You in time of need [especially _____________]. Grant healing to the sick, according to Your will, and comfort the mourning with Christ’s victory over death and the grave. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, how lovely is the dwelling place of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who gives us sinners to eat and to drink of His flesh and blood here at the holy altar. Grant to all who come to this feast today repentant and believing hearts, that in the blessed Sacrament they would receive forgiveness, life and salvation, and be strengthened in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son chose to dine with tax collectors and sinners such as St. Matthew. As we remember him this day, grant that we might rejoice that Christ still chooses to dine with us sinners in His own feast of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form
St. Matthew

21 September 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the children of our heavenly Father would ever give Him thanks and praise for His sustaining love in all its forms, especially for the gift of His Son, in whom we have redemption and forgiveness of sins; and for the gift of the Holy Spirit, the fellowship of the Holy Church and the hope of the age to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all servants of the Word, especially Matthew, our Synod president, and _____________, our district president, that God would keep them strong in their witness to His grace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the ongoing call of pastors, that as Matthew left his tax booth for the apostolic ministry, so men in our day would enter into this ministry to proclaim God’s Word and administer His Sacraments in righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That as Christian neighbors in our community and in each home, we, the beloved of God, may be unashamed to serve each other in genuine love, truthful speech and constant patience, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all public servants, that our Father in heaven would give them wisdom and courage to serve according to His will; and for all members of our armed forces, that God would cover them with His protecting hand, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who cry out to God in time of need, [especially _____________,] that our loving Father would grant healing to the sick, according to His will, and that He would comfort the mourning with Christ’s victory over death and the grave, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who come to the holy altar this day to the Holy Communion of Christ’s true body and blood, that receiving the forgiveness of sins, we would be strengthened in faith toward Him and in fervent love toward one another, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, that as the Lord Jesus chose to dine with tax collectors and sinners such as St. Matthew, we would rejoice that the Lord still chooses to dine with us sinners in His feast of forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
