Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Ash Wednesday

5 March 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Merciful God, in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, cleanse and renew our hearts from the stain of sin. Bring us to genuine repentance, pardon all our sins and renew our faith, that we may have a clear conscience. Grant us the aid of Your Holy Spirit to manifest the holiness of life which befits our calling through Holy Baptism. By faith, let us show forth the good works of Christ who called us from darkness into His marvelous light. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Save and defend Your Church from the enemies of Your Word. Give us faithful pastors and teachers who will gather Your sheep with Your voice, feed them Your blessed Sacrament and lead us into Your everlasting presence. Teach us the love of Your name and the desire for what is good and right, that we would renounce all false religion and love You with our whole heart, mind, body and strength. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You blot out transgressions and wash away iniquity. Sustain the families of Your Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their sins and live together in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guard those in authority over us, especially our president and Congress, that our laws would be just and justly applied, for the punishment of the evildoer and for the pursuit of virtue. Where our laws are unjust or contrary to Your Word, in Your mercy make right the wrong, that we may act in good conscience as citizens of this land. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Comfort those in distress. Grant healing to the sick, peace to the troubled and Your presence to the dying [especially those for whom our prayers have been requested, including _____________]. Bring us through trouble and trial by Your grace, that we may sing anew Your wondrous love and mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Remember in mercy all who come today to receive the Savior’s body and blood, that this Sacrament may turn our hearts in repentance, strengthen our faith, and embolden us to love and serve our neighbor. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless us, heavenly Father, on this holy day of repentance. As we enter the season of Lent, let us hold fast to Your Word. Teach us to die to self and serve You faithfully throughout this mortal life, until at last You bring us with the blessed saints into Your presence forevermore; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Ash Wednesday

5 March 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who meet together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we would repent and be cleansed from our sin; and that God would teach us to live as His people, called through Holy Baptism from darkness into His marvelous light, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that the Lord would give faithful pastors and teachers to gather His sheep in the Word and Sacraments; and that He would teach us the love of His name and the desire for what is good and right, renouncing all false religion and serving Him with our whole heart, mind, body and strength, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all the families of God’s Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their sins and live together in His peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in authority over us, especially our president and Congress, that they may apply the law justly and in accordance with God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in distress and the dying, [especially _____________,] that they may receive healing, peace and the comfort of God’s presence, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who come today to receive our Savior’s body and blood, that this Sacrament would turn our hearts in repentance, strengthen our faith, and embolden us to love and serve our neighbor, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
Bless us, heavenly Father, on this holy day of repentance. As we enter the season of Lent, let us hold fast to Your Word. Teach us to die to self and serve You faithfully throughout this mortal life, until at last You bring us with the blessed saints into Your presence forevermore; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
