Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

The Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord

2 February 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Everlasting God, we remember how Simeon faithfully trusted Your promise that he would not die until he had seen the Savior. Grant us the same trust in Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, that having received His body and blood and beholding Him by faith, we would be prepared for the day we meet Him face to face. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, in the depth of love for creation, You brought Your Son to the temple and placed Him in the hands of blessed St. Simeon. Abide with those placed in the Office of the Holy Ministry, that their hands would be ever ready to deliver Your gifts to Your people and their lips bold to speak Your Gospel. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, You placed Your Son into the home of Mary and Joseph. Bless our homes, that they would be places where truth is taught and confessed. Like Joseph took Mary to be his wife, make all husbands courageous and compassionate in their love for their wives. As Mary submitted to Joseph, grant all wives grace for respectful submission to their husbands. Bless the work of parents as they instruct their children in Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, bless those placed in authority over us. Grant that they would serve with integrity and honor, having the welfare of all in mind. Look favorably on our country, that division, conflict and strife would give way to unity, peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, as Your Son has become our faithful High Priest, making propitiation for the sins of all people, hear His intercession for His Bride, the Church. Grant that the suffering, sick and sorrowful [especially _____________] would be blessed by Your loving visitation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of lasting peace, show mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well prepared to depart in peace according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful people of all times and places, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, until He comes again in glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

The Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord

2 February 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faith like Simeon, who trusted God’s promise that he would not die until he had seen the Savior, that trusting in Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, we who have received His body and blood and behold Him by faith would be prepared for the day we meet Him face to face, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors in Christ, that the Lord, who sent His Son to the temple and placed Him in the hands of blessed St. Simeon, would abide with those placed in the Office of the Holy Ministry, that their hands would be ever ready to deliver His gifts to His people and their lips bold to speak the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our homes, that they would be places where the truth of God is taught and confessed; that husbands would love their wives with the courage and compassion of Joseph, and wives submit to their husbands with the grace and respect of Mary; and that all parents would be blessed in their work of instructing their children in the Word of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who have been placed in authority over us, that they would serve with integrity and honor, having the welfare of all in mind; and for our country, that division, conflict and strife would give way to unity, peace and quietness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the suffering, sick and sorrowful, [especially _____________,] that our heavenly Father would hear Jesus’ intercession for these afflicted members of the Church and bless them by His loving visitation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well prepared to depart in peace according to God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Join these, our prayers and praises, with those of Your faithful people of all times and places, and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, until He comes again in glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen.
