Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Circumcision and Name of Jesus

31 December 2024 / 1 January 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Gracious Father, we give You thanks for Your many blessings throughout this past year. Continue to bless us with Your abundant gifts that sustain us from day to day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You have preserved this congregation in the faith for another year. We give You thanks for Your blessing and guidance. Grant that, by Your grace, we may continue to serve You in this place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, preserve our preaching and teaching faithful to Your Word. Ensure that Your Holy Sacraments are administered according to Your commands and promises, and help us to reach out in love to our community. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, You entrusted Your own Son to St. Joseph as guardian and blessed Mary as mother. Bless all parents and children. Make their homes places of blessing and love. Give them Your help, that they may raise their children to know and serve You. Unite our families together in Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy One of Israel, as we begin a new year, lead our nation to repentance and faith. Grant Your divine wisdom to those who make, administer and judge our laws. Free us from callous disregard for the needs of the poor and alien, from disrespect of authority and truth, and from disdain of our fellow citizens. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, remember all who cry out to You in their affliction [especially _____________]. Bless and keep them, make Your face shine upon them and be gracious to them, and give them Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, as we approach the altar to feast with Christ, grant that we hunger and thirst for His true body and blood, that in saving faith we would receive from Him anew the forgiveness of sins, the promise of life eternal and the foretaste of our final salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Abide among us, heavenly Father, in this new year with Your Holy Spirit, that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Circumcision and Name of Jesus

31 December 2024 / 1 January 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for God’s abundant provision throughout this past year; and that He would continue to bless us with His abundant gifts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, that the Lord would preserve us faithful to our confession, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the preservation of faithful preaching and teaching in this place; that the Sacraments would be administered according to Christ’s command and promise; and that we may continue to serve one another and our community, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all parents and children, that our gracious Father would make their homes places of blessing and love, assisting all parents to raise their children to know and serve Him, and uniting the family together in His Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation, that God would grant His divine wisdom to those who make, administer and judge our laws; and that He would free us from callous disregard for the needs of the poor and alien, from disrespect of authority and truth, and from disdain of our fellow citizens, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who cry out to God in their affliction, [especially _____________,] that He would bless and keep them, make His face shine upon them and be gracious to them, smile upon them, and give them His peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who approach the altar to feast with Christ, that God would grant us to hunger and thirst for His Son’s true body and blood and receive the forgiveness of sins, the promise of life eternal and the foretaste of our final salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Abide among us, heavenly Father, in this new year with Your Holy Spirit, that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
