Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Christmas Day

25 December 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord God, heavenly Father, as You have caused Your eternal light to dawn on our darkness in the incarnation of Your only begotten Son, cause His glory to shine on us in the grace and truth of His Word, that we may receive Him with joy and believe in His name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Support all pastors, Lord, in their proclamation of Christ. Be pleased through their work to bring the good news of joy and salvation to all who hear them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be near to those who suffer persecution for the sake of Your Son. As oppression seeks to quench His light in them, sustain them in the truth that the darkness cannot overcome Him. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
As our families gather in this holy season, give us patience, that we may be slow to judge and quick to forgive. Comfort the lonely with Your presence, and help us extend the welcome of our homes and the friendship of Your grace. Make us mindful of those less fortunate, who celebrate this blessed feast in poverty and want, and teach us to be generous. Accept with our offerings the living sacrifice of our bodies to Your service and our voices in praise and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your Son took up our flesh so that He might heal and restore it, according to Your good purposes; let His healing hand be upon the sick and those who suffer in our midst [especially _____________]. Comfort those who grieve this day with the truth that the Babe of Bethlehem was born so that the dead might live. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant that we may come worthily to receive the body and blood of Jesus with faith in His bodily presence for us, that we may depart with grace upon grace from His fullness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your Word made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, trusting that You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Christmas Day

25 December 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, that as the eternal light dawned on our darkness in the incarnation of God’s only begotten Son, so His glory would shine on us in the grace and truth of His Word, and we would receive Him with joy and believe in His name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors, that through their proclamation of Christ, God would bring the good news of joy and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, that though oppression should seek to quench His light in them, they would be sustained in the truth that the darkness cannot overcome Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For families who gather in this holy season, that they may have patience and be slow to judge and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the lonely, that they may be comforted with Christ’s presence and we may extend to them the welcome of our homes and the friendship of His grace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in poverty or want, that they may be helped; that God would increase our generosity; and that we would present our bodies as living sacrifices, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and those who suffer in our midst, [especially _____________,] that they may be healed according to the good purposes of our incarnate Savior; and for the grieving, that they may receive comfort in the Babe of Bethlehem, who was born that the dead might live, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of Jesus worthily with faith in His bodily presence; and that they would depart having received grace upon grace from His fullness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your Word made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, trusting that You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
