Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

The Epiphany of Our Lord
6 January 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Holy God, eternal Light, the darkness of sin covers the earth and its peoples. Let the light of the Gospel lead us to Him who was born King of the Jews. Give us humble and grateful hearts that bow down and worship Him and willingly offer the most precious gifts we have to give. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
From distant lands and far off places, You gather a people to bear Your name and live in the light of Your Word. Bless the Church, that she may be united in doctrine, live in harmony and peace, and labor to bring the light of Christ to those still dwelling in darkness and death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have established Your Church and drawn into her people from every race, tribe and nation. Bless those entrusted with the leadership of the Church. Give to pastors and missionaries the boldness of Your Spirit, that they may proclaim the saving truth of Your Word without fear. Bless those who hear, that they may be brought to faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, eternal Light, the psalmist begged that You would endow the king with Your justice. Grant the same gift to the leaders of our nation and every nation. Fill them with wisdom, compassion and care, so that, unlike Herod, they would seek to uphold life and watch over the welfare of the governed. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give to all people the comfort of Your presence, healing according to Your will, relief in suffering, and an end to the terrors of mind and heart. [We pray especially for _____________ and those we name in our hearts.] Sustain the weary with Your Word, the wounded with hope and the dying with peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have made us Your chosen people, members of Christ’s Body, co-heirs with Him of all the riches of Your grace, including the privilege of this holy table. Bless our communion in Christ and bring peace and unity, that we may see the day when no divisions prevent us from kneeling in Your presence and receiving this blessed Sacrament for the life and salvation of all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
May Your light shine on us and bring forth the fruits of repentance in our daily lives. Give us confidence in Your Word, that we would embrace Your holy will without fear. Hear and answer us, we pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

The Epiphany of Our Lord
6 January 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For humble and grateful hearts enlightened by the Gospel, that we would always bow down and worship the King and willingly offer Him the most precious gifts we have to give, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that God’s people may be united in doctrine, live in harmony and peace, and labor together to bring the light of Christ to those still dwelling in darkness and death, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For leaders, that they may serve honorably; for pastors and missionaries, that they may proclaim the saving truth of God’s Word without fear; and for those who hear, that they may be brought to faith, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of the nations, that God would endow them with justice and fill them with wisdom, compassion and care; and that, unlike Herod, they would seek to uphold life and watch over the welfare of the governed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who need the comfort of the Lord’s presence, healing according to His will, relief of suffering, and an end to the terrors of mind and heart, [especially those for whom our prayers have been requested, _____________, and those we name in our hearts,] that He would sustain the weary with His Word, the wounded with hope and the dying with peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For peace and unity among the members of Christ’s Body, that we may see the day when no divisions prevent us from kneeling in the Lord’s presence and receiving this blessed Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
May Your light shine on us and bring forth the fruits of repentance in our daily lives. Give us confidence in Your Word, that we would embrace Your holy will without fear. Hear and answer us, we pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
