Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

26 January 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord God of Zion, we give You thanks that You have arisen to show pity to our fallen world and set us free from sin and death. In Christ the appointed time of favor has come for all people. Cause Your name to be declared among all peoples, that Your grace may not be rejected in our time but received with delight in every place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, Your people in the days of Ezra the priest returned to Your Word with attentive ears. Give us eagerness to hear Your Word with understanding, that our days may be sanctified and Your commandments put into practice among us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, Giver of the Holy Spirit, You bless Your servants with a variety of gifts from one and the same Spirit. Grant that each of us may use these gifts for the common good of Your people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give wisdom and courage to all who govern our communities and country, that they may lead well, following Your will rather than man’s whims. Grant us willingness to support them with our prayers and encouragement. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious and compassionate Lord, comfort those who mourn [especially _____________]. As our Great Physician, mend the bodies and uplift the spirits of all in need [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, Your Son has come with favor to deliver us, and in His blessed Sacrament He brings cleansing and strength. Give us faith that we would not despise our Savior and this Holy Communion. Do not pass through us and go away as at Nazareth, but dwell among us graciously. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

26 January 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving to the Lord of Zion, who has arisen and shown pity to our fallen world and set us free from sin and death; and in thanksgiving for Christ, in whom the appointed time of favor has come for all people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

For the gift of the Holy Spirit in the Word of God, that Christ’s name would be declared among all peoples and His grace received with delight in every place, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For eagerness to hear the Word of God with understanding, as in the days of Ezra the priest, that with attentive ears we may receive it, our days be sanctified by it and His commandments be put into practice among us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all servants in the Church, that blessed with a variety of gifts from the one Holy Spirit, each may use them for the common good of God’s people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who govern our communities and country, that they would be given wisdom and courage to lead; that they would follow God’s will rather than man’s whims; and that our Father would grant us willingness to support them with our prayers and encouragement, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the comfort of those who mourn and the care of those who need healing, [especially _____________,] that the Great Physician would mend the bodies and uplift the spirits of all who need His compassion, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faith and gratitude among us, that we would not despise the Lord who has come with favor to deliver us, and who gives cleansing and strength in His blessed Sacrament; and that He would not pass through us and go away as at Nazareth, but dwell among us graciously, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
