Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

New Year’s Eve

31 December 2023
Lord God, eternal Father and Giver of every good gift, we commit to Your mercy the year now ending. Forgive us our sins where we have done wrong, work in our hearts true repentance and faith, and redeem us from all the evil of this past year. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You have shown us hard times and exposed many idols among us; yet, if we are faithless, Christ remains faithful and will not deny Himself. Help our unbelief, that we may know nothing can separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You have preserved this congregation in the faith for another year. We give You thanks for Your blessing and guidance. Grant that, by Your grace, we may continue to serve You in this place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, preserve our preaching and teaching so it is faithful to Your Word. Ensure that Your Holy Sacraments are administered according to Your commands and promises, and help us to reach out in love to our community. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, we commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. Until You bring this life on earth to an end, guard and guide us by Your strong arm. Lead us according to Your Word, and renew in us clean hearts that trust You and show love toward our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, hear our prayers for our nation and its government. Preserve our republic, we implore You. Give health and competence to those who serve in positions of authority [especially _____________]. Protect those who serve in the line of danger for our safety, and give peace in our time. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, we give thanks to You for the many mercies and gifts You showered upon us this past year. You have given life, healed and comforted. You have provided for our spiritual and physical well-being. You take care of us every day. All this You have done, not because of any merit in us, but only out of Your love for us in Jesus, our Savior. Comfort and sustain Your children who suffer from sickness, need or affliction. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, strengthen all who commune at this altar, that the body and blood of Christ would keep them in the one, true faith to life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You neither slumber nor sleep as You keep watch over us, while our eyes ever grow heavy with sleep. Have compassion on our weak flesh and pour out Your Spirit upon us, that in faith we would stay dressed for action with our lamps burning until our Master comes. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, abide among us in this new year with Your Holy Spirit, that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

New Year’s Eve

31 December 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the year now ending; for what has been done wrongly; for the evils and hurts endured; for hard times and the idols God has exposed among us; and for unbelief, yet in confidence that, if we are faithless, Christ remains faithful and will not deny Himself, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for this congregation and the Lord’s preservation for another year; and for His preservation in the year to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For His blessing and guidance; for the preservation of faithful preaching and teaching in this place; for the Sacraments administered according to His command and promise; and that we may continue in His service and reach out in love to our community, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the year to come, that God would guard and guide us by His strong arm; that He would lead us according to His Word; that He would renew in us clean hearts that trust Him and show love to our neighbors; and that we would commend this and all time to the Lord’s blessing and love, until He brings this life on earth to an end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation and its government, that God would be pleased to preserve our republic; for those who serve in positions of authority, [especially _____________,] that God would give them health and competence; for those who serve in the line of danger; and for peace in our time, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the many gifts showered upon us this past year; for life, healing and comfort; and for spiritual and physical well-being, all of which God has given not because of merit in us, but out of His love in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who suffer from any sickness, need or affliction, that in the coming year God would provide comfort, preservation and relief from their ills, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who commune at this altar, that the body and blood of Christ would keep them firm in the one, true faith to life everlasting, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For spiritual watchfulness, that we would be ready to open the door for our Master when He returns and knocks, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, abide among us in this new year with Your Holy Spirit, that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
