Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Fourth Sunday in Advent (B)
20 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Holy God, You are our strength and our shield. Teach us to sing of Your steadfast love and make known Your faithfulness as we live in Christ’s favor and light. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, in Your great mercy You cleansed us from our sins by Christ’s blood, covering us with His righteousness and imparting to us the obedience of faith. Bless all pastors and church workers, and help them to pursue with all their energies the cause of the Gospel, at home and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the families of the nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this congregation with Your grace and protection, that they might remember You in both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our King, righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne, and steadfast love and faithfulness go before You. Watch over the authorities of our land, and grant that they would govern justly so that we may live in peace as we proclaim Your love and faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our God, uphold [_____________ and] all who suffer in mind or body. Give them the knowledge of Christ, their Immanuel, who is with them in their trials. Grant them health and healing in accord with Your perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, grant that all who receive Your Son’s holy body and precious blood may do so in repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession. Work in us this Christmas a love and desire for Your blessed Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David and the Scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Fourth Sunday in Advent (B)
20 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For God’s people, that with songs of God’s steadfast love we may make known His faithfulness as we live in Christ’s favor and light, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors and church workers, that according to God’s mercy, which has covered us with Christ’s righteousness and imparted to us the obedience of faith, they may pursue with all their energies the cause of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For families, that our Father in heaven would bless our households with grace and protection; and that we would remember Him in both joy and trouble and worship before Him forever, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who govern, that the Lord, who rules with righteousness and justice, steadfast love and faithfulness, would grant the authorities of our land to act justly, that His people might live in peace as they make known His love and faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For [_____________ and] all who suffer in mind or body, that Christ, our Immanuel, would be with them in their trials and grant health and healing in accord with His perfect will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who receive Christ’s holy body and precious blood today, that they may eat and drink it in repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession; and for a love and desire for the blessed Sacrament this Christmas, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David and the Scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

