Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Third Sunday in Advent (B)
13 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Grant that we who prepare to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Remember, Lord, our Synod president, Matthew; our district presidents; and all pastors, teachers, deaconesses and servants of the Church. Grant them to hold and teach the faith that comes to us by Your Spirit through the holy prophets and apostles. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, be the source of strength and comfort in every home. Bless the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Your Son’s gracious visitation. Preserve them from dangers to body and soul, guide them by Your Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Righteous Lord, You rule over all things in heaven and on earth. Until that day when Your Son comes in glory to usher in His kingdom, give wisdom and insight to all leaders, that we may live peaceable lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our God, You dwell in the midst of Your people with hope and joy. Be merciful to those who are homebound, all who suffer loneliness, depression or isolation, and those who are ill [especially _____________]. Rejoice over them with gladness as those purchased by the blood of Your Son, and restore them to joy and hope. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Send us, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully receive the blessings of life and salvation that come to us in Your Son’s body and blood. Teach us to long for Your presence among us as You share all Your wondrous gifts, that we may know even now the joys of life eternal. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, Your anger at our sin is just, and yet Your mercy abounds to us for redemption. Grant us repentant hearts, that we would not continue in sin or wander away from the faith, but rather recognize our sin, turn from it and receive Your forgiveness. Grant us a clear conscience for Christ’s sake, that we may live joyfully and without fear; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Third Sunday in Advent (B)
13 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, preparing to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that remembering John the Forerunner’s preaching of the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, we, too, may die to sin and rise to new life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the Church, that God would grant them to hold and teach the faith that comes to us by His Spirit through the holy prophets and apostles, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Christ’s gracious visitation; and that God would preserve them from dangers to body and soul, guide them by His Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until the day when Christ comes again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the homebound; for all who suffer loneliness, depression or isolation; and for those who are ill, [especially _____________,] that our Lord would rejoice over them with gladness and restore them to joy and hope for the sake of Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Holy Spirit may enable us to faithfully receive life and salvation in Christ’s body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who approach Christ’s table, that we may long for His presence among us as we receive His gifts and know even now the joys of life eternal, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
Holy God, Your anger at our sin is just, and yet Your mercy abounds to us for redemption. Grant us repentant hearts, that we would not continue in sin or wander away from the faith, but rather recognize our sin, turn from it and receive Your forgiveness. Grant us a clear conscience for Christ’s sake, that we may live joyfully and without fear; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

