Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20A)
20 September 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Divine Master, Your ways are high above the ways of men. You put the last first, abundantly pardon sinners and make death great gain for Your servants. Enlighten our hearts with this wisdom from Your Word, that we may lead fruitful lives in the midst of a foolish world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, keep us all ever mindful that it is only by Your grace we are included in Your kingdom and privileged to serve in it. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of life and death, whether we live or die, we are Yours. Embolden Your Church to honor You with our bodies in this life, that we may also depart this life in faith to be with Christ, which is far better. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, bless this nation and all people in their rightful callings. Grant that we may serve our neighbors in love, and that all authorities would exercise their callings with humility and wisdom on behalf of the defenseless. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, have mercy on all Your servants who are sick, depressed, lonely, ignored, shut in or in hospice care [especially _____________]. Guard them and keep their faith strong, that they may know with certainty that to live is Christ and to die is gain. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, Your Son’s body and blood provides us a foretaste of the feast to come. Bless the pastors who serve us these sacred mysteries. Strengthen all who commune today through the forgiveness of sins You bestow. Nourish all who are still being instructed, and bring them soon to Your table. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20A)
20 September 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For wisdom from the Word of God, that we may lead fruitful lives in the midst of a foolish world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That we would learn to become like our divine Master, who puts the last first, pardons sinners and works death into great gain for His servants, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who serve in the Lord’s kingdom, that we would be ever mindful that it is only by grace we are privileged to serve in it, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That Christ would be honored in our bodies, whether by life as we serve Him without fear, or by departing this life to be with Him, which is far better, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, that the Lord would bless all people in their callings and in service to their neighbors; and for all authorities, that they would serve on behalf of the defenseless, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who are sick, depressed, lonely, ignored, shut in or in hospice care, [especially _____________,] that God would keep them in the certainty that to live is Christ and to die is gain, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune this day, that they may receive our Savior’s body and blood in faith for the forgiveness of their sins, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For pastors who serve us these sacred mysteries, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those still being instructed, that they may be nourished in hope and come soon to the Lord’s table, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
