Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Ash Wednesday 
18 February 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
The sacrifices of a broken spirit and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Grant that we might live lives that are honorable and pure before You, and that our fasting might be a blessed chastening. Deliver us from all gluttony, greed and hypocrisy, which may turn penitent fasting into a sinful excuse for boasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, care for those who implore us on Christ’s behalf to be reconciled to You. Provide for the earthly needs of our pastors, sustain them in faith, grant them strength and diligence in their work, and show Your lovingkindness to their families. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, look graciously on the families of our congregation. Defend Your holy estate of marriage against every enemy that would divide. Strengthen parents for their duties, especially bringing up their children in the fear and instruction of the Lord, and preserve us all faithful to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, remember in mercy all who bear office in our land. Give them wisdom, protect them from danger and help them serve our people according to Your gracious will. Help us to become a people that guards the rights of the weakest and most vulnerable, especially the unborn. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Comfort Your people, dear Lord, in their many and various afflictions. Relieve the sick, the suffering, the addicted, the troubled and the dying [including _____________]. Give to them healing, peace and recovery as You so will. Keep us mindful that by Christ’s wounds we are healed, both in this life and, ultimately, in the resurrection on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, by the gift of Your Son’s body and blood we are given to taste Your abundant pardon. Grant that all who receive the Lord’s Supper this day might return to You and forsake sinful ways and thoughts, that they might have joy in Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Heavenly Father, give us patience in tribulation and restore to us the joy of Your salvation. Comfort the weeping with Your lovingkindness, console the grieving with the hope of the resurrection, and help us to live in harmony with one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray all these things in the name of our crucified and risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Ash Wednesday 
18 February 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For honorable and pure lives before God that abhor all gluttony, greed and hypocrisy; and for our fasting, that it might be a blessed chastening that reminds us that a broken and contrite spirit the Lord will not despise, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors who implore us on Christ’s behalf to be reconciled to God, that they would be sustained in faith and granted strength and diligence in their work; and that the earthly needs of their families may be well provided for, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the families of our congregation, that God would defend His holy estate of marriage against every enemy that would divide; that He would strengthen parents for their duties, especially bringing up their children in the fear and instruction of the Lord; and that all may be preserved faithful to the end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who bear office in our land, that God would give them wisdom, protect them from danger and lead them to serve others according to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation, that we may become a people that guards the rights of the weakest and most vulnerable among us, especially the unborn, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For comfort for God’s people in their many and various afflictions, [especially _____________,] that they may be granted healing, peace and recovery, according to His will, and given sure confidence that in Christ’s wounds we are healed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that by God’s grace and power they would return to the Lord and forsake sinful ways and thoughts, and that in receiving Christ’s body and blood they would taste with joy God’s abundant pardon, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the grieving and sorrowful, that they might have patience in tribulation and the joy of God’s salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
We pray all these things in the name of our crucified and risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
