Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
1 February 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord, You have called us to good work in our various vocations. Give us courage that we might never be ashamed of Christ and Him crucified, but be free to boast in the Lord within our callings. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but it is Your power to all who are being saved. Strengthen the faith of pastors and congregations, that they would not turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the families of the nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this congregation with Your grace and protection, that they might remember You in both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and confounded Balak, king of Moab, for their protection. Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authorities, that Your people may live in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory You promise to wipe away every tear from every eye. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and deliver, according to Your good and gracious will, those troubled by sickness and affliction [including _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all righteousness, You command us to be holy as You are holy, and You sanctify us with Your Son’s body and blood. Prepare the hearts of all who partake of the Sacrament today, that they might repent of their sin, trust in Your promises and find their righteousness in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Father, You know the way of the righteous. Preserve Your people from walking in the counsel of the wicked, from standing in the way of sinners and from sitting in the seat of scoffers. By Your grace, cause them to delight in Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
1 February 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christians in their vocations, that they might never be ashamed of Christ and Him crucified, but be free to boast in the Lord within their callings, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the wisdom of God, that we would not confess the wisdom of men, but boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified for the salvation of the world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For families, that our Father in heaven would bless our households with grace and protection; and that we might remember Him in both joy and trouble and worship before Him forever, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For peace, that the Lord who led His people past pharaoh and Balak would provide wise rulers to the nations and protect us from tyranny, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who mourn and those who are troubled by sickness and affliction, [including _____________,] that the Lord would comfort, heal and deliver according to His good and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For holiness, that God who commands us to be holy would accomplish the same in the Sacrament of the Altar, granting us penitent hearts to receive His Son’s body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the people of God, that the Lord who knows the way of the righteous would preserve them from walking in the counsel of the wicked, standing in the way of sinners and sitting in the seat of scoffers; and by His grace, cause them to delight in His Holy Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.
