Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

The Holy Innocents

28 December 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, as the Holy Innocents suffered in the wake of Herod’s rage, so do martyrs of all ages continue to suffer for the sake of the Gospel. Strengthen Your children who face trials and danger because of their faith in Christ. Preserve them from evil, and comfort the families of all who die in His name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, You have given us hope and established us in the peace of Christ, our Savior. Give Your Church boldness to speak the message of the cross and empty tomb without fear. Raise up faithful pastors to serve us in Your name, and call many to service in the Church here and throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father in heaven, You have honored and consecrated the home by the birth and life of Your beloved Son. Instill in Your people a godly love and reverence for their families, and enrich our lives together by Your Word and promise. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You are the author of life. Protect life from its natural beginning to its natural end. Grant Your protection to the unborn and to mothers with child. Keep safe both mother and child during childbirth. Grant comfort and Your grace to those who suffer miscarriage or the death of a child. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy One of Israel, have mercy on our nation. Give us good and faithful rulers who will govern after Your good pleasure. Give us comfort and a right understanding of Your rule in this world, that we would not be deceived to think earthly powers will last forever, but have confidence in You alone. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, hear us for the sake of all who cry to You in their need. Heal the sick, relieve the suffering, comfort the mourning and guide the dying to peace in Christ [especially _____________]. Restore them with Your abundant grace, and according to Your will deliver them from all their troubles. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, You sent Your Son into our flesh to share our human life, die our death and rise for our justification. As He comes to us again in His Sacrament, make us worthy homes for His saving presence. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

The Holy Innocents

28 December 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For fortitude in the face of martyrdom, that God would strengthen all who suffer trials and danger because of their faith in Christ, preserve them from evil, and comfort the families of all who die in His name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that the Lord would raise up faithful pastors to serve in His name and speak boldly the message of the cross; and that God would call many to service in the Church here and throughout the world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the families of God’s people, that our homes may be blessed and our life together sanctified by the life of Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the protection of life from its natural beginning to its natural end; for the special protection of the unborn, mothers with child, and the safekeeping of mother and child during childbirth; and for the comfort of God’s grace to those who suffer miscarriage or the death of a child, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation, that its rulers would be good and faithful, governing after God’s good pleasure; and for its citizens, that having a right understanding of God’s rule in this world, they would not be deceived to think earthly powers will last forever, but have confidence in Him alone, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, suffering, mourning and dying, [especially _____________,] that they would be restored by God’s abundant grace and delivered from all their troubles, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Son of God, who came once in His blessed incarnation, would again reveal His saving presence in His Holy Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
