Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday after Christmas

28 December 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord, we are the people of Your promise, to whom You have revealed Your Son as Savior and Redeemer. Bless Your Church, that we may enjoy the gift of good and faithful ministers. Prosper Your Word and bring to fruition its proclamation in every place and time. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, You give us the gift of each other. Renew our fellowship as the Body of Christ. Grant all things beneficial for husbands and wives, the single, those who desire marriage, and the lonely who yearn to know the comfort of friends and family. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth! Out of the mouths of babes and nursing infants You have perfected Your praise. Silence the enemy and the avenger. Turn the hearts of all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain. Show Your forgiveness to those who are penitent. Give Your comfort to all women who mourn the loss of infants, and fix our eyes on Christ, who for a time was spared but has shed His blood for our salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, You appoint leaders and give the responsibility of authority. Protect our nation and its leaders. Grant them wisdom in their pursuit of justice. Bring Your gift of peace in the world, and give relief to those who suffer oppression. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty Lord, You are the Great Physician. Grant healing in accordance with Your will for the sick and those who suffer [especially _____________].Give strength to those who give aid and care for the sick. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, in Holy Communion You unite us in the body and blood of Your Son. Enable us to receive this Sacrament with faith and be strengthened by it. Bring soon, O Lord, unity of faith and doctrine so that all divisions may cease and we may be fully one at the altar. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, all that we have comes from You. Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with joy and use them wisely for Your glory. May our worship this day be pleasing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You are the bringer of true joy. Grant Your Holy Spirit to increase and sustain us in this joy and thanksgiving throughout the days of this Christmas season, until that day when at last Christ returns in His glory as Lord and judge of all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of Your promise and the children whom You have redeemed through the salvation accomplished through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday after Christmas

28 December 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, the people of God’s promise, to whom He has revealed His Son as Savior and Redeemer, that we may enjoy the gift of good and faithful ministers; and that the Lord may prosper the Word and bring to fruition its proclamation in every place and time, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the renewal of our fellowship as the Body of Christ; and for families, husbands and wives, the single, those who desire marriage, and the lonely who yearn to know the comfort of friendship and family, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For babes and nursing infants, out of whose mouths the Lord perfects His praise, that our Lord would silence their enemies, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain, that the Lord would turn their hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who mourn the loss of infants, that they would fix their eyes on Christ who, though spared for a time, shed His blood for the world’s salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and those who suffer, that the Lord would grant them healing in accordance with His will [especially _____________]; and for those who give aid and care to the sick, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our communion this day in the body and blood of Christ, that we may receive this Sacrament with faith and be strengthened by it; and that the Lord would soon bring unity of faith and doctrine so that all divisions may cease and we may be fully one at the altar, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For grateful hearts, that we would receive the Lord’s gifts with joy and use them wisely and for His glory; and for grace, that our worship may be pleasing in the Lord’s sight, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Holy Spirit would increase our joy and sustain us in this joy and thanksgiving throughout the days of this Christmas season, until that day when at last the Lord returns in His glory as Lord and judge of all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of Your promise and the children whom You have redeemed through the salvation accomplished through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.
