Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 24A)
18 October 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, we give You thanks for the gift of Your Church, purchased by Jesus’ blood. We praise You for joining us to the Body of Christ through Baptism and granting us new life in Him. As You have turned us from idols to serve You, grant us grace amid the scoffing and unbelief of the world to await Jesus’ return, when He will deliver us from the wrath to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of our salvation, You deliver Your Son’s work through Your Word in power and in the Holy Spirit. Strengthen the Church’s pastors to proclaim Your truth. Increase the faith of all who hear, that they may respond in love, steadfast in their hope. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all truth, from the rising of the sun to its setting, You make known Your salvation in Christ. Bless fathers and mothers as they teach their children Your Word and Your ways. Let them know that there is no God besides You and rejoice in Your faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, as we render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto You what is Yours, help us to acknowledge that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given by You. Grant wisdom to our leaders, vigilance to our protectors and compassion to those who care for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our help comes from You, who made heaven and earth. You preserve our life. Have mercy upon [_____________ and] all who are afflicted. Keep them from all evil, and shade them from all harm. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, You spread before us a foretaste of the feast to come on Your altar. Let us rejoice in the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith that it bestows and proclaim Jesus’ death until He comes again. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of life, comfort all who mourn the death of loved ones [especially _____________]. By the proclamation of Christ’s victory over death, assure them that all who die in Christ will surely rise to eternal life on the Last Day. Help us all to live each day so that we may face our final hour in confidence and hope. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 24A)
18 October 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For grace to await Jesus’ return amidst the scoffing and unbelief of this world; and for deliverance from the wrath to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For pastors, that by their proclamation, salvation may be delivered in power and in the Holy Spirit; and that faith and love would be increased in all who hear and hope would remain steadfast, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For fathers, mothers and their children, that the Lord who makes known His salvation from the rising of the sun to its setting may bless them in their stations and lead them to worship Him alone, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who lead, protect and care for us, that they may have wisdom, vigilance and compassion; and that we, in turn, may render gladly unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For [_____________ and] all who are afflicted, that God who made heaven and earth would preserve their lives, keep them from all evil and shade them from all harm, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who partake in this sacred meal, that we may rejoice in the forgiveness of sins, be strengthened in faith and proclaim Jesus’ death until He comes, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who mourn, [especially _____________,] that they may be assured that all who die in Christ will surely rise to eternal life on the Last Day, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
