Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 23A)
11 October 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, grant us Your grace that we may hear and heed Your invitation and joyfully wear the baptismal clothing of Your righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, purchased the Church with His precious blood. Preserve her in the pure teaching of Your Word, in the right use of the Sacraments and in the unity of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have ordained the estate of marriage. Grant that it may be honored and upheld according to Your will, and that husbands and wives may love and serve each other. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, the earth is Yours and the fullness thereof. In Your mercy, bless all nations and bring an end to war and conflict. Guide and defend our president and Congress, our governor, and all local government officials. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You promise to wipe away the tears from all faces. Bless [_____________ and] all who weep here, that at the last they may be comforted, restored and received into the banquet of heaven. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have prepared a table before us in the midst of those who refuse Your invitation. Keep Your Church unstained by the world, that we may partake of our Lord’s Supper worthily, clothed in His baptismal grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, comfort those who mourn with the certainty of life everlasting for all who die in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, Heavenly Father, give us such joy in pursuing what is true, just, pure and worthy of praise, that spurning the temptations of this world, we would suffer no anxiety. Let our trust be placed fully in Christ, and let our hope rest in the life of the world to come; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 23A)
11 October 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For grace, that we may hear and heed the invitation of our Lord and joyfully wear the baptismal clothing of His righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church purchased with Christ’s precious blood, that God would preserve her in the pure teaching of His Word, in the right use of His Sacraments and in the unity of the faith, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the estate of marriage would be honored and upheld as God has ordained it, with husbands and wives loving and serving each other, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and the world, for our president and Congress, for our governor and all local government officials, and for an end to war and conflict, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For [_____________ and] all who weep here, that the Lord of hosts, who will at last wipe away all tears, would comfort them as they await full restoration at His heavenly banquet, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who commune this day, that in the midst of a world that refuses Christ’s gracious invitation, the Church may remain unstained by the world and not fail to partake of His Supper worthily, clothed in His baptismal grace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who mourn, that they may be comforted with the certainty of life everlasting for all who die in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Heavenly Father, give us such joy in pursuing what is true, just, pure and worthy of praise, that spurning the temptations of this world, we would suffer no anxiety. Let our trust be placed fully in Christ, and let our hope rest in the life of the world to come; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
