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Prayers for times of disaster


Preamble and recommendation of Propers and Litany
When tragedy and disaster strike and we are not given an answer to our questions of "why," we look with faith toward Christ Jesus, who willingly suffered and died for our salvation. In the face of death and destruction we repent, lest for our sins we likewise perish (Luke 13:3–5). When we do not know what else to say, we take up our most ordinary and necessary petition, variously and repeatedly: "Lord, have mercy!"
 
In light of Hurricanes Helene and Milton, the following resources are recommended to congregations looking to intercede for their fellow saints and citizens in the name of Jesus. Those who wish to hold occasional prayer services are directed especially to the Propers for the Day of Supplication and Prayer or Day of National or Local Tragedy (LSB Altar Book 992–94). The petitions and prayers below may be included in a Sunday morning service.
 
[image: ]It is especially recommended to pray the Litany (LSB  288), with special attention to the petitions, "From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; to direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our people; to watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation." The Litany, with the Lord's Prayer and one or more collects, may be prayed on its own or prior to a service. It may also serve as the Prayer of the Church at a Divine Service or displace the Kyrie, Lord's Prayer and collects at an Office.

The following petition may be used with prayers in the responsive form:
Most merciful Father, Your ways are not our ways and we have not deserved Your kindness; yet, for the sake of Christ and His Passion, You hear the cries of Your people in their distress. Be with all who endure affliction and calamity and those who have lost possessions and loved ones from storm, hurricane and flood. Spare us, O Lord, for Your mercy's sake! Bless the work of those who bring rescue and relief. Enable Your church to support and comfort those who are suffering, pointing them to the hope and purpose You hold for all who trust in You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
 
The following petitions may be used with prayers in the Ektene form:
For those enduring affliction and calamity from storm, hurricane and flood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
 
For all people who have lost possessions or loved ones, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
 
For those who work to bring rescue and relief, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
 
For the church and her members, that they may support and comfort those in need, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
 
That the Lord would spare us all for the sake of Christ and His Passion, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.




The following may be used as a collect, stand-alone or concluding prayer:
Most merciful Father, Your ways are not our ways, and we have not deserved Your kindness; yet, for the sake of Christ and His Passion, You hear the cries of Your people in their distress. Be with all who endure affliction and calamity and those who have lost possessions and loved ones from storm, hurricane and flood. Spare us, O Lord, for Your mercy's sake! Bless the work of those who bring rescue and relief. Enable Your church to support and comfort those who are suffering, pointing them to the hope and purpose You hold for all who trust in You; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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