Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Fifth Sunday after Trinity
5 July 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord God of hosts, in every generation You preserve a remnant who have not bowed their knees to the false gods of this world. By Your Spirit, keep us faithful to You, and grant repentance to those who have fallen away. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, since Your foolishness is wiser than men’s wisdom and Your weakness stronger than men’s strength, give all preachers and hearers delight in the folly of Christ crucified, in whom the fullness of divine power and wisdom are hidden. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, give us faith to let down the nets of Your Word in our daily vocations and trust Your Son to do His gracious work through poor sinners like us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, God of hosts, ruler of all nations, we thank You for the blessings You have bestowed upon the United States of America and her people for 250 years. We pray that You would grant her good and wise government and sustain her in peace and security, especially so that Your Holy Gospel may be confessed openly and received gladly by her people. Bless the celebrations of this milestone, that they may unite our country as a people and cause us to renew our commitment to the public good. Let all Christians give respect, honor and love where each is due, as servants of Christ in this world whose eternal citizenship is in heaven. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, bless [_____________ and] all who suffer in body or mind. Since Christ is at their right hand, they cannot be shaken. Make their flesh dwell securely, and give them peace in the promise that You will not abandon their souls to Sheol. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, Your Son is our chosen portion and our cup, forgiving and nourishing us with His body and blood. Grant that we may receive Him humbly and in faith, that You may hold our lot secure in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God of hosts, bless all who suffer for righteousness’ sake, and keep them in Christ from fearing or being troubled by those who persecute them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, never depart from us. Though we are unworthy of You and Your bounty, You are pleased to receive our meager thanks and reluctant obedience for the sake of Christ’s perfect obedience. Let Your Word rule us and Your Spirit revive us to leave behind pride and anxiety alike, that we may follow You in all we do; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Fifth Sunday after Trinity
5 July 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Spirit would keep us with His faithful remnant who have not bowed their knees to the false gods of this world; and for those who have fallen away, that they would be brought to repentance, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all preachers and hearers, that since God’s foolishness is wiser than men’s wisdom and His weakness stronger than men’s strength, we would delight in the folly of Christ crucified, in whom the fullness of divine power and wisdom are hidden, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faith to let down the nets of the Lord’s Word in our daily vocations, trusting His Son will do His gracious work through poor sinners like us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the United States of America as she celebrates 250 years of independence and nationhood, that God would grant her good and wise government and sustain her in peace and security, especially so that the Holy Gospel may be confessed openly and received gladly, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the celebrations of this milestone, that they may unite our country as a people and cause us to renew our commitment to the public good; and that all Christians would give respect, honor and love where each is due, as servants of Christ in this world whose eternal citizenship is in heaven, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For [ _____________ and] all who suffer in body or mind, that since Christ is at their right hand, they would trust that they cannot be shaken and so dwell securely while in the flesh, confident that God will not abandon their souls to Sheol, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune on Christ, our chosen portion and our cup who forgives and nourishes us with His body and blood, that receiving Him in humble faith, God would hold our lot secure, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who suffer for righteousness’ sake, that the Lord would bless and keep them in Christ from fearing or being troubled by those who persecute them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, never depart from us. Though we are unworthy of You and Your bounty, You are pleased to receive our meager thanks and reluctant obedience for the sake of Christ’s perfect obedience. Let Your Word rule us and Your Spirit revive us to leave behind pride and anxiety alike, that we may follow You in all we do; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
