Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)
19 April 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism the children of Your Church are born again to a living hope. Feed and nourish our faith, bring us through every trial, and lend strength and joy to the praises of our risen Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, send faithful shepherds to care for Your flock here and scattered throughout the world. Keep them devoted to You and Your truth and so turn them in dutiful service toward Your people. Spare us from hirelings who would serve ego, belly or the world’s doctrines. Give discerning ears to Your sheep to listen for the voice of Christ, our Good Shepherd. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gentle Lord, visit the homes of Your people, that they may be places where faith is nurtured and where we learn to live our new lives in holiness and righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O gracious King, You have ordered the nations of the world so that men might seek security in You and not in earthly powers. Give good purpose to our leaders and grant peace through their labors, that many may find You in the sanctuary of Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Heavenly Father, by the firstfruits of Christ’s life from the dead, You secured forgiveness for our troubled consciences. Bless also with temporal health and well-being those who suffer among us [especially _____________]. Grant them aid in this moment and, even more so, true, immortal health in the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, Your Son has given us His own flesh to be our food and His very blood to be our drink. Give us Your Holy Spirit so that we who approach His table may receive His gifts with repentant hearts and faith, that what we receive with our lips we may keep in holy hearts and show forth in holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, those who die in Christ rest in Him. With them we await the day when we are received into Your everlasting presence to the life that death cannot end. Receive our thanks for the mighty saints of old and for their witness preserved through the ages. Keep us in Christ, that we may be reunited with all who have gone before us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
These things and whatever else You know that we need, kind Father, grant us for the sake of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)
19 April 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faith, patience, strength and joy, that born again to a living hope, we may trust our heavenly Father and proclaim the praises of His risen Son, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that God would send faithful shepherds to care for His flock here and scattered throughout the world; that He would keep them devoted to Christ and His truth and so turn them in dutiful service toward His people; that God would spare us from hirelings who serve ego, belly or the world’s doctrines; and that He would give discerning ears to His sheep to listen for the voice of Christ, our Good Shepherd, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all Christian homes, that they may be places where faith is nurtured and where we may learn to live our new lives in holiness and righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our leaders, that they would serve their people and promote peace, so that many may seek the Lord where He is found, in the sanctuary of His Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for our risen Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, who has secured forgiveness for our troubled consciences; that He would also bless with temporal health those who suffer [especially _____________]; and that He would grant us aid not only in this moment, but also true, immortal health in the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful reception of Christ’s very body and blood, that by His Holy Spirit, what we receive with our lips we may keep in holy hearts and show forth in holy lives, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the mighty saints of old and for their witness preserved through the ages, that with them we would faithfully await the day when we are received into God’s everlasting presence to the life that death cannot end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
These things and whatever else You know that we need, kind Father, grant us for the sake of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
