Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)

14 April 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Father, You sent Jesus to the cross to suffer and not to threaten, to be judged and not to condemn. He commended His Spirit and bore our sins. Inspire Your Church to trust His holy Passion and follow His example. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, send faithful shepherds to care for Your flock here and scattered throughout the world. Keep them devoted to You and Your truth, and so turn them in dutiful service toward Your people. Spare us from hirelings who would serve ego, belly or the world’s doctrines. Give discerning ears to Your sheep to listen for the voice of Christ, our Good Shepherd. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal Lord, through the Paschal Lamb You have wrought peace between man and God. By Your gift of good government, grant peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations of the world, that we and all our neighbors may lead quiet lives in godly contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, by the firstfruits of Christ’s life from the dead, You secured forgiveness for our troubled consciences. Bless also with temporal health and well-being those who suffer among us [especially _____________]. Grant them aid in this moment and, even more so, true, immortal health in the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, You gave Your Son to be the Lamb. He has given us His own flesh to be our food and His very blood to be our drink. Give us Your Holy Spirit so that we who approach His table may receive His gifts with repentant hearts and faith, that what we receive with our lips we may keep in holy hearts and show forth in holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, Your Son promises to gather His sheep into one flock. Join us with the faithful departed from all times and places to share in the feast that has no end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, miserable sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him, heartily obey His voice, and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)

14 April 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the increase of faith in Christ, who bore our sins; and for inspiration to follow His example, who suffered and did not threaten, who was judged and did not condemn, and who commended His Spirit to the Father, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that God would send faithful shepherds to care for His flock here and scattered throughout the world; that He would keep them devoted to Christ and His truth, and so turn them in dutiful service toward His people; that God would spare us from hirelings who serve ego, belly or the world’s doctrines; and that He would give discerning ears to His sheep to listen for the voice of Christ, our Good Shepherd, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of good government, that as the Paschal Lamb has wrought peace between man and God, so He would grant peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations of the world; and that we and all our neighbors may lead quiet lives in godly contentment, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for our risen Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, who has secured forgiveness for our troubled consciences, that He would also bless with temporal health those who suffer [especially _____________]; and that He would grant us aid not only in this moment, but also true, immortal health in the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful reception of Christ’s very body and blood, that God would give us the Holy Spirit so that what we receive with our lips we may keep in holy hearts and show forth in holy lives, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the fellowship of the Church, that our Shepherd would bring us at last with all His saints to share in the feast that has no end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us poor, miserable sinners and given Your beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and helps in every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him, heartily obey His voice, and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
