Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)
8 March 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Righteous and just Father, send Your Holy Spirit to abide in us, to enliven our faith, to cast out doubt and to soften our hearts to the Word of Your Son. Teach us repentance through the plagues and trials of this world, that at the Last Day we may be found in You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of the Church, preserve and bless Your Church on earth, and do not let us fall into the sin of pride and self-confidence. Grant boldness to Your ministers as they preach Your Word to all, especially to those in need of repentance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, You call us to live in purity and holiness. Protect and guide Christian families to love and seek chastity and decency, learning to grow in virtue and all godly living. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

King of kings and Judge of the earth, establish our nation’s leaders and grant them wisdom for the good of those they govern, that Your Word and Church would not be persecuted in our land but protected and allowed to flourish by Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, the strength of the weak, hear our prayers for all who are sick, anxious, lonely or oppressed in any way [especially _____________]. Overcome the devil and his demons, that he would not lead any into despair, and grant Your healing and cleansing power to rest upon their bodies and minds. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, You join Your Word to the bread and wine and so invite us to eat and drink. Grant that we may hear and keep Your Word in faith, that we may worthily receive the true body and blood of our Savior and so be given Your eternal blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You seek not the death but the life of all. Hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge of You or who have wandered from Your truth. Free them from all error and, for the glory of Your name, mercifully bring them into the fellowship of Your Holy Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take up our flesh, that He might overcome the devil and defend us poor sinners against the adversary. We thank You for Your merciful aid and implore You to attend us with Your grace in every temptation. Preserve us from carnal security and, by Your Spirit, keep us in Your Word and fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)
8 March 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For hearts softened by the Word of God and by the plagues and trials of this world, that we would repent of our sins and be found faithful at the Last Day, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Church on earth, that her Lord would preserve and bless her; that He would keep us, her members, from falling into the sin of pride and self-confidence; and that He would grant boldness to her ministers as they preach His Word to all, especially to those in need of repentance, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the members of every Christian family, that the Lord who calls us to live in purity and holiness would protect us and guide us; and that we would love and seek chastity and decency, learning to grow in virtue and godly living, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation’s leaders, that the King of kings and Judge of the earth would establish them and grant them wisdom for the good of those they govern; and for the Christian Church in our land, that God would keep her from persecution and graciously cause His Word to flourish, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who are sick, anxious, lonely or oppressed in any way, [especially _____________,] that God, who is the strength of the weak, would overcome the devil’s demonic attempts to lead them into despair, and grant His healing, cleansing power to rest upon their bodies and minds, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune, that the Lord, who joins His Word to the bread and wine and invites us to eat and drink, would grant us to hear and keep His Word in faith, and so worthily receive the true body and blood of our Savior to our eternal blessing, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who have no right knowledge of God or who have wandered from the truth, that our Lord, who seeks not the death but the life of all, would free them from all error and bring them into the fellowship of His Holy Church to the glory of His name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take up our flesh, that He might overcome the devil and defend us poor sinners against the adversary. We thank You for Your merciful aid and implore You to attend us with Your grace in every temptation. Preserve us from carnal security and, by Your Spirit, keep us in Your Word and fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
