Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)

23 March 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, guard the souls of Your people against the devil and his angels who afflict the world. Arm Your Christians with spiritual weapons, sharpen their tongues with the words of Christ, and overthrow all the power of the devil. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, we thank You that Christ has disarmed the devil and liberated us by His blood, bringing us into His ranks together with all the saints. Preserve all Christians in the faith until life’s end. Do not permit anyone to abandon or blaspheme Your Spirit’s work and the forgiveness of sins. Turn us in brotherly love toward one another to live always according to God’s holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You call us to live in purity and holiness. Protect and guide Christian families to love and seek chastity and decency, learning to grow in virtue and all godly living. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our defender, direct the hearts of our leaders and teach them to respond faithfully to the dangers and disasters that arise. Lead them to humble themselves under Your hand and serve their people sacrificially. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You remember those who suffer. Grant comfort, aid, healing and peace to the sick in their afflictions. Grant courage and steadfastness to the dying as they near the end of their earthly lives, and be near to those who struggle with adversity and sorrow. [We especially remember before You today _____________.] Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Father, grant unity to Your Church in her doctrine and life. Bless our communion this day, that from Christ’s true body and blood our faith may be strengthened and our love for one another increased. Accept our sacrifice of thanksgiving and the tithes and offerings we bring in response to Your goodness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, our sword and shield, whose mighty finger drives out all the powers of darkness, fight for us, Your people. Cast out the devil, sweep clean our souls and fill our hearts with Your Holy Spirit, that we may also fight the good fight of faith and dwell secure in Your kingdom of light. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take up our flesh, that He might overcome the devil and defend us poor sinners against the adversary. We thank You for Your merciful aid and implore You to attend us with Your grace in every temptation. Preserve us from carnal security and, by Your Spirit, keep us in Your Word and fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)

23 March 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For spiritual weapons and tongues sharpened by the words of Christ, that His people would be guarded against all powers of the devil, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all Christians, plundered from Satan’s kingdom and liberated by Christ’s blood to join the ranks of His saints, that God would preserve us faithful to the end, guard us from abandoning or blaspheming the Spirit’s work, and turn us in brotherly love toward one another to live according to God’s holy will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the members of every Christian family, that the Lord who calls us to live in purity and holiness would protect us and guide us; and that we would love and seek chastity and decency, learning to grow in virtue and godly living, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of our land, that they would humble themselves under the hand of God and serve their people sacrificially in every danger or need, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Lord to grant comfort, aid, healing and peace to the sick in their afflictions; for the dying near the end of their earthly lives; and for those who struggle with adversity and sorrow, [especially for _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the unity of the Church in doctrine and life; for our communion this day; for strength in faith and an increase in love; and that our Lord would accept our sacrifices of thanksgiving and the offerings we bring, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That God, our sword and shield, would by His mighty finger drive out all the powers of darkness and fight for us; and that He would cast out the devil, sweep clean our souls and fill our hearts with His Spirit to fight the good fight of faith and dwell secure in His kingdom of light, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take up our flesh, that He might overcome the devil and defend us poor sinners against the adversary. We thank You for Your merciful aid and implore You to attend us with Your grace in every temptation. Preserve us from carnal security and, by Your Spirit, keep us in Your Word and fear, that we may be delivered from the enemy and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
