Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare)
15 March 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
O God of mercy, although we merit only punishment, You give abundantly for every need. Through our Savior Jesus Christ provide us with every physical gift our bodies need in this earthly life, and every heavenly blessing our souls need in the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, after the holy example of Your Son, Jesus Christ, inspire all pastors to a devout care for their people and a continual desire to feed them with the bread of life. Awaken in the hearts of our congregations a mutual love for this faithful service in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, You blessed barren Sarah with Isaac, the child of promise, and brought salvation to the world through Christ, born of the Virgin Mary. Watch over the families of Your Church and comfort those families yet without children, that all together may find joy in their heavenly inheritance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant Your mercy, O Lord, to all our leaders: to Donald, our president; _____________, our governor; all legislators and civil servants; those who work for the common good; those who must render judgment and impose punishment upon lawbreakers; and all who work for peace among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, our Shepherd, protect, comfort and guide all who call upon You in need [especially _____________]. Grant healing and peace, that they may continue to serve You with joy in this life and finally come to that good land in Your eternal kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You provided food from heaven for the Israelites during their days of wandering in the wilderness. So give us also the true food of heaven, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, that we may be sustained in our faith and in hope during our days of pilgrimage through the wilderness of this world until finally we behold Your glory with our own eyes. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You give daily bread to everyone without our prayer, even to all evil people. Bless the merciful works of Your Church for the poor and needy, that rooted in Christ’s love for us, we may reflect and share that love with others. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare)
15 March 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For every physical gift our bodies need in this earthly life, and every heavenly blessing our souls need in the life everlasting, which come only through Christ Jesus apart from any merit or worthiness in us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors, that they would serve their people devoutly and feed them with the bread of life; and for all congregations in their care, that they would receive this faithful service with thankful hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the families of the Church, those blessed with children and those yet without, that they may treasure together their heavenly inheritance, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our president; _____________, our governor; and all legislators and civil servants; for those who work for the common good; for those who must render judgment and impose punishment upon lawbreakers; and for those who work for peace among the nations, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who call on God, our Shepherd, in their need, [especially _____________,] that He would protect, comfort and guide them; that they would receive His healing and peace and so continue to serve Him with joy in this life; and that, finally, they would come to that good land in His eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune this day, that as God provided food from heaven for the Israelites during their days of wandering, so He would give us also the true food of heaven, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, to sustain us in faith and hope during our days of pilgrimage until at last we behold His glory with our own eyes, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the merciful works of Christ’s Church toward the poor and needy, that rooted in Christ’s love for us, we may reflect and share that love with others, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
