Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion)

8 December 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Loving Father, lift up the heads and the hearts of Your Holy Church, especially this congregation, that amid the tumult and trouble of these times, we would look for the day of our redemption. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, this world is distressed by the curse of sin and vulnerable to trouble and disaster, yet You have given Your Son, Jesus Christ, to save us. Guard our hearts against fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, and strengthen our faith in Christ’s promise to come again in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, we often use the cares of this life as excuses for dissipation, drunkenness and distraction from You and Your promises. Guard us from temptations that would harm our faith and cause us to fear Your coming. Preserve us by Your grace, that we may wait with joy to stand before the Son of Man in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of all concord, it is Your will that Your children live together in harmony. Defeat the plans of all who would stir up violence; destroy the weapons of those who delight in bloodshed; and according to Your will, end all conflicts in our nation and our world. Search our hearts and root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, that we may be at peace with all people. Fill us with zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring the peace that is beyond all understanding. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Rising Sun with healing in Your wings, shine Your light upon the sick, those who suffer loss and persecution for the sake of Your name, those whose hearts are heavy with grief, and all who have requested our prayers [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in believing. Grant repentance and firm trust to all who commune this day, that receiving Your true body and blood, they may be forgiven and abound in hope, able to stand with a clean conscience before Your judgment throne. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and earth will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear before His judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, defend us from all sin and preserve us in every temptation. Do not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or the cares of this life, but lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion)

8 December 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the whole Church of Christ and this congregation, that amid the tumult and trouble of these times, we would be a people with uplifted heads and hearts, looking for the day of our redemption, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the fearful and distressed, that almighty God would guard our hearts against fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, and that He would strengthen our faith in joyful anticipation of Christ’s coming again in glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the tempted, that the Lord would preserve us from dissipation, drunkenness and every sin that would harm our faith and cause us to fear His coming in glory; and that He would strengthen our faith as we joyfully await His return, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For harmony, that God would defeat the plans of all who would stir up violence, destroy the weapons of those who delight in bloodshed, and according to His will, end all conflicts in our nation and world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Holy Spirit, that by God’s Word He would search our hearts to root out all evil that would lead to strife and discord so that we may be at peace with all people; and for zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring peace beyond understanding, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, the suffering, the grieving and all who have requested our prayers, [especially _____________,] that our Rising Sun might overshadow them with His healing wings and shine His light upon them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who commune this day; for repentance and firm trust in Christ; for right discernment of His holy body in the Supper; and that God would fill us with joy and peace in believing so that, forgiven and abounding in hope, we may be able to stand with a clean conscience before His judgment throne, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and earth will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear before His judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, defend us from all sin and preserve us in every temptation. Do not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or the cares of this life, but lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
