Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion)
6 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Eternal Lord, Your Word has been sent forth into the world to the joy and edification of Your holy people. Encourage, comfort and strengthen all who hear it. Grant faith to those who do not know You, both here and abroad, that all peoples may sing to Your name and extol Your goodness. By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill all who hear Your Word with all joy and peace in believing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You send Your prophets and apostles, pastors and teachers in all times to call sinners to repentance and comfort them with the healing of the Sun of righteousness. Give strength to the congregations and ministers of Your Church, especially Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; _____________, our circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, watch over our households. Bless husbands and wives, parents and children, and those who live alone. Preserve us from worry, and assure us that You know all that we need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, amid strife and conflict, and wars and rumors of wars, remind us that You have given all authority in heaven and earth to Your Son, our ascended Lord. Call to faithfulness the leaders of the earth, and bless those who govern. Thwart those who would hinder Your reign among all peoples, that peace may be established in every place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, Your Christ is our Rising Sun with healing in His wings. Shine His light upon the sick, those who suffer loss and persecution for the sake of Your name, those whose hearts are heavy with grief, and all who have requested our prayers [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in believing. Grant repentance and firm trust to all who commune this day, that receiving Your true body and blood, they may be forgiven and abound in hope, able to stand with a clean conscience before Your judgment throne. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and earth will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear before His judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, defend us from all sin and preserve us in every temptation. Do not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or the cares of this life, but lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion)
6 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Word of God, sent forth into the world to the joy and edification of His holy people, that by it many who do not know Christ may come to faith, be comforted and strengthened with us, and sing to His name and extol His goodness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the congregations and ministers of the Church, especially Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; and _____________, our circuit visitor, that by them the Father would continually call sinners to repentance and comfort them with the healing of the Sun of righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our households, that our heavenly Father would bless husbands and wives, parents and children, and those who live alone with the assurance that He knows what we need, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of the earth and those who govern, that those who would hinder God’s reign would be thwarted and His peace established in all places, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all Christian citizens, that in the midst of strife and conflict, and wars and rumors of wars, we would remember that God has given all authority in heaven and earth to Christ, who reigns on high, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, the suffering, the grieving and all who have requested our prayers, [especially _____________,] that our Rising Sun might overshadow them with His healing wings and shine His light upon them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune this day; for repentance and firm trust in Christ; for right discernment of His holy body in the Supper; and that God would fill us with joy and peace in believing so that, forgiven and abounding in hope, we may be able to stand with a clean conscience before His judgment throne, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and earth will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear before His judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, defend us from all sin and preserve us in every temptation. Do not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or the cares of this life, but lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
