Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
First Sunday after Christmas
27 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Holy Father, You have adopted us into the divine family through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as sons and heirs. Do not let us return to the slavery of sin, but remain joyful in the salvation and eternal inheritance that is ours in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, fill all pastors with wisdom and let Your favor rest upon them. Enable them to serve faithfully in Christ’s stead and by His command. Send laborers into Your harvest and increase the number of Your preachers, that Christ crucified would be proclaimed everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, bless the families of Your Church, that parents would teach the faith to their children and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all households. Remember all expectant mothers, that they and their babies would be kept safe and healthy throughout their pregnancies. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O worthy Judge, from You proceeds the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Give wisdom to those who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according to Your good pleasure and for the benefit of our people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers [including _____________]. Surround them with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort those who mourn, [especially _____________,] and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of lasting peace, show Your mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well prepared to depart in peace according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
First Sunday after Christmas
27 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that adopted into the divine family through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we would rejoice in the salvation and eternal inheritance that is ours in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors, that they would be filled with wisdom and the favor of God as they serve in Christ’s stead and by His command; and for an increase of laborers, that Christ crucified would be proclaimed everywhere, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For families, that parents would teach the faith to their children and that the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in all households; and for all expectant mothers, that they and their babies would be kept safe and healthy throughout their pregnancies, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according to God’s good pleasure, for the benefit of our people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers, [including _____________,] that according to God’s gracious will, they would be healed; and for those who mourn, [especially _____________,] that God would fill their hearts with the certain hope of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given for them and, with St. Simeon, be well prepared to depart in peace according to God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
