Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Day
25 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the eternal Word, has become flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that many would come to hope in His steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, You have made us Your people and preserved us through the ministry of Your Word and Sacraments. Continue to pour out upon us grace upon grace, that we may be kept in faith and guarded in hope. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, be pleased to bless all pastors and work through their proclamation of Your Son to bring the Good News of joy and salvation to all who hear them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lover of mankind, bind our families together in perfect harmony and rule our hearts with the peace of Christ. Cause His Word to dwell richly among us, and let fathers and heads of the household teach and admonish their families in all wisdom. Let our songs, words and deeds be done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of peace, look on the nations of this world. Give them a spirit of peace so that conflicts would cease, and reveal through the birth of Jesus Your great salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, Your Son took up our flesh so that He might heal and restore it, according to Your good purposes. Let His healing hand be upon the sick and those who suffer in our midst [especially _____________]. Comfort those who grieve this day with the truth that the Babe of Bethlehem was born so that the dead might live. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, the great love that laid Your Son in a manger also lays His flesh and blood before us in bread and wine. Grant us grace to bow our hearts before Him with all those in heaven and on earth who adore Him, that we may receive His forgiveness and life with repentance and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We rejoice, O Lord, in the Word made flesh, in whom You have revealed Your glory and by whom You have delivered us from sin, darkness and death. Grant us all things beneficial and prevent all things harmful, that we would be kept secure within the grasp of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, both now and forevermore. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Day
25 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the eternal Word made flesh and His dwelling among us, full of grace and truth, that His praise would be extended into all the world; and that many would come to hope in His steadfast love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all God’s people, that He would continue to pour out on us grace upon grace through the ministry of His Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors, that God would work through their proclamation of Christ to bring the Good News of joy and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our families, that they would be harmonious in God’s love and ruled by Christ’s peace; that the Word of Christ would dwell richly among us; that fathers and heads of the household would teach and admonish their families in all wisdom; and that our songs, words and deeds would be done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, with thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nations of this world, that they would be given a spirit of peace, so that conflicts would cease and all would see in the birth of Jesus the salvation of our God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and those who suffer in our midst, [especially _____________,] that they may be healed according to the good purposes of our incarnate Savior; and for the grieving, that they may receive comfort in the Babe of Bethlehem, who was born that the dead might live, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all communicants, that we may receive the great love of God, which laid His Son in a manger and now lays His flesh and blood before us in the Sacrament; and that we may bow our hearts before Him with all those in heaven and on earth who adore Him, receiving His forgiveness and life with repentance and joy, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
We rejoice, O Lord, in the Word made flesh, in whom You have revealed Your glory and by whom You have delivered us from sin, darkness and death. Grant us all things beneficial and prevent all things harmful, that we would be kept secure within the grasp of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, both now and forevermore. Amen.
