Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Eve
24 December 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the wonder and majesty of the incarnation. The Savior of the nations has come, and with joy we greet our newborn King. Let the proclamation of His birth sound forth throughout the world. Give to Your Church faithful pastors to proclaim the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people willing ears to hear and believe. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You sent an angel to reveal to Joseph that the Child in Mary’s womb was Your own, preserving their marriage and family. Preserve our homes also by Your Holy Word. Fill them with Your grace, that husbands and wives, parents and children may live in peace and love with one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Remember this country, O Lord. Grant our leaders wisdom and justice as they exercise Your authority to punish wrongdoers and protect the righteous. Use all citizens to speak in defense of the defenseless. Abide with those who labor on behalf of others, especially all who must work this night for our protection. Bring wars to an end, defend the innocent and bring Your healing peace to all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, in the birth of Your Son You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death [including _____________]. Let Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who feeds us in body and soul, give true faith in Your promises to all who will receive Your Son’s body and blood this night. Sustain Your people in humble repentance and godly living. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, in the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the Body of Christ that is the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who have gone before us, especially those who have been with us during Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last together with them into Your presence at the full coming of Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You have given Your Son, born of Mary, to be the Savior of the world. Send Your Spirit and abide with us, that we might confess that Jesus is the Savior of the world and abide in Your love until He comes again in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Eve
24 December 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
On this most holy night, in awe at the wonder and majesty of the incarnation and in thanksgiving that the Savior of the nations has come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the proclamation of Christ’s birth would sound forth throughout the world; that God would give faithful pastors to His Church to proclaim these good tidings; and that He would give His people willing ears to hear and believe, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For peace in all homes, that our heavenly Father, who revealed Jesus’ identity and Mary’s fidelity to Joseph, would richly preserve all families with His Word and grace to live in love for one another, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this country, that God would grant our leaders wisdom and justice as they exercise His authority; that He would use all citizens to speak in defense of the defenseless; that God would abide with those who labor on behalf of others, especially those who must work this night; and that He would bring wars to an end, defend the innocent and bring Christ’s healing peace to all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the lonely, the sick, the recovering and those near death, [including _____________,] that God, who has visited and redeemed us by the birth of His Son, would visit them with His comforting presence and give them endurance until He grants His healing, relief, deliverance and peace at the proper time, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who will receive Christ’s body and blood this night, that they would have true faith in His Word and promises, be fed in body and soul, and be sustained in humble repentance and godly living, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the believers who have gone before us, especially those who have been with us during Christmases past and are now with Christ, that He would give us sure confidence in the promise of the resurrection and bring us at last together with them into His presence, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God, You have given Your Son, born of Mary, to be the Savior of the world. Send Your Spirit and abide with us, that we might confess that Jesus is the Savior of the world and abide in Your love until He comes again in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
