Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

24 December 2023
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Grant that we who prepare to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of truth, as Your servant John cried out in the wilderness, strengthen our pastors also to preach Your Word of truth in the wilderness of this fallen world. We give You thanks for the men You have raised up for this holy task. Bless them and their labors, and continue to send workers into Your vineyard, that there may be a bountiful harvest. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Preserve and prosper the schools of the Church, Lord, that our young people may be taught to delight and treasure the Word of God above all riches. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You command us not to be anxious, but in everything by prayer and thanksgiving to make our requests known to You. Give wisdom, health and success to the authorities who govern us. Give earthly peace in our time, even as Your Gospel gives eternally the peace that passes all understanding. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, You promise to be near those who call upon You. Look in mercy on all who live under the cross [remembering especially Your servants _____________]. Give patience and hope to the hopeless. Give healing and help to the sick in body, mind or spirit. Draw near to the dying, holding them in the arms of Your love and defending them against the final assaults of the evil one. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant that all who receive Your Son’s holy body and precious blood may do so in repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession. Work in us this Christmas a love and desire for Your blessed Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

24 December 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, preparing to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, that remembering John the Forerunner’s preaching of the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, we, too, may die to sin and rise to new life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors who, like John the Baptist, cry out with the Word of truth in the wilderness of this fallen world, that they would be preserved in their labors; and that God would send workers into His vineyard and bring forth a bountiful harvest, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the schools of the Church, that our young people may be taught to delight and treasure the Word of God above all riches, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our republic in its need, that abandoning all anxiety, we would instead, by prayer and thanksgiving, make our requests known to God; for the authorities, that God would give wisdom, health and success to those who govern us; and for peace in our time, even as we rest confident in the peace of Christ, which passes all understanding, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who live under the cross [especially _____________]; for the hopeless, that God would give them patience and hope; and for the sick in body, mind or spirit, that God would heal them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the dying, that He would draw near, hold them in the arms of His love and defend them against the final assaults of the evil one, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who receive Christ’s holy body and precious blood today, that they may eat and drink it in repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession; and for a love and desire for the blessed Sacrament this Christmas, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
