Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

22 December 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to proclaim the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Grant that we who prepare to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life, that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ announced by Your forerunner. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of faithfulness, You have fulfilled Your promises by sending the Messiah. Grant that we may celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing the Word, singing Your praises, and receiving His body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty Father, You uphold all creation by Your hand. Preserve for Your Church and for future generations the institution of marriage between one man and one woman, which You established even before Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, that Your Church may be blessed with many children and that our families may reflect the order of Your creation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You delight not in the death of the wicked. Grant to us and to all people freedom from war and disorder, strife and rebellion. Give us good government, faithful magistrates and peace to aid the swift spread of Your Gospel. Renew our hearts with thanksgiving for Your many blessings, and grant us the wisdom to use them to fulfill Your good purposes. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, grant all women with child and all mothers with infant children increasing happiness in their blessings [especially _____________]. Look with compassion on the lonely, the depressed and the despairing. Grant healing to the sick, and give peace to the anxious and dying [especially _____________]. Comfort all who mourn [the death of _____________] with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, grant that those preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper may rejoice in the presence of Your Son, our true Emmanuel, who comes to give us a share in Your divine life and forgiveness by His body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the nations and their desire. He, who formed us of clay, took on our human nature that He might save us. He came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as the true cornerstone, tested and precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

22 December 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, preparing to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that remembering John the Forerunner’s preaching of the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, we, too, may die to sin and rise to new life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all the faithful, that they may celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing the Word, singing His praises, and receiving His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For God’s institution of marriage between one man and one woman, established even before Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, that God would preserve it against all attack; and that He would bless the Church with many children and families that reflect the order of His creation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For relief from war and disorder, strife and rebellion; and for good government, faithful magistrates and peace to aid the swift spread of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all Christian citizens, that God would renew our hearts with thanksgiving for His many blessings and grant us the wisdom to use them for His good purposes, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all women with child and all mothers with infant children, that God would grant them increasing happiness in their blessings [especially _____________]; for the lonely, the depressed and the despairing; for the sick, the anxious and the dying [especially _____________]; and for those who mourn [the death of _____________], that they would take comfort in the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper, that we may rejoice in the presence of Christ, our true Emmanuel, who gives us a share in His divine life and forgiveness by His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the nations and their desire. He, who formed us of clay, took on our human nature that He might save us. He came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as the true cornerstone, tested and precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
