Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

21 December 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, throughout this Advent season we have heard that Christ has come in the flesh, that He comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, and that He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. Guide us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may be kept firm in Your Word and faith until we are received into Your eternal kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of truth, as Your servant John cried out in the wilderness, strengthen our pastors also to preach Your Word of truth in the wilderness of this fallen world. We give You thanks for the men You have raised up for this holy task. Bless them and their labors, and continue to send workers into Your vineyard, that there may be a bountiful harvest. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, we pray for fathers, mothers and children; for husbands and wives; for friends and neighbors; for laborers and employers; for teachers and students; and for all who serve in godly vocations. Let us delight in Your lovingkindness and joyfully serve our neighbor with good works. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of justice, You establish earthly government and teach us to obey those who rule over us. Send Your blessing upon all who make, administer and judge our laws, that Your people may serve You in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, surround and sustain those who are ill or suffering with the love of Christ [especially _____________]. Bring them healing in accord with Your own perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, fill us with joy as we approach Your altar to receive the body and blood of Christ. Give us the peace that surpasses understanding, the gladness no man can take from us, and the hope that does not fade away. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Dayspring from on high and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by His blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in the darkness of unbelief with the light of saving faith, and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of death with the certain hope of the resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

21 December 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our congregation, which has rejoiced at the first advent of Christ in the flesh, in His continual advent among us in His Word and Sacrament, and which awaits His second advent for judgment at the Last Day, that God would keep us in this Word and faith unto the end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors who, like John the Baptist, cry out with the Word of truth in the wilderness of this fallen world, that they would be preserved in their labors; and that God would send workers into His vineyard and bring forth a bountiful harvest, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all people as they fulfill their godly vocations: for fathers, mothers and children; for husbands and wives; for friends and neighbors; for laborers and employers; and for teachers and students, that the Lord would grant us delight in His lovingkindness and joy as we serve our neighbor with good works, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For earthly government and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that we may serve God in peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who are ill and those who are suffering, [especially _____________,] that the love of Christ may surround and sustain them, bringing whatever healing is in accord with His own perfect will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who receive the body and blood of Christ, that they would have the peace that surpasses understanding, the gladness that no man can take from them and the hope that does not fade away, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Dayspring from on high and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by His blessed Word, enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in the darkness of unbelief with the light of saving faith, and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of death with the certain hope of the resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
