Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Third Sunday in Advent (Gaudete)

15 December 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
In You, O Lord, we rejoice and trust. Give us joy at all times and make us reasonable in word and deed, that all would recognize our Christian confidence in Your Son’s advent. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O almighty God, through Your Son You bring to light the things hidden in darkness and disclose the purposes of the heart. Give Your Church faithful stewards of Your mysteries, servants of Christ who are trustworthy to proclaim You alone as Lord and Judge. Tend Your flock by Your Word and Spirit, that Your lambs may be gathered into Your arms and gently led to eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, be the source of strength and comfort in every home. Bless the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Your Son’s gracious visitation. Preserve them from dangers to body and soul, guide them by Your Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our God, You made and preserve the heavens and the earth. You execute justice and provide for all. Remember the people You have appointed to positions of authority as Your instruments, including Joseph, our president; Donald, our president-elect; _____________, our governor; and all who make, judge and administer our laws. Give them wisdom and courage to exercise authority in ways that honor You and provide for those entrusted to their care. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, the prophet Isaiah looked for the day when blind eyes would see, deaf ears would hear, lame legs would leap and mute tongues would sing. Until the final day of restoration, draw near to all who have requested our prayers, [especially _____________,] and give them healing according to Your gracious will. Bind up those who grieve, that they may look for the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed, O Lord, is everyone who is not offended by Your Christ. Give us faith to believe His blessed testament, seek His Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our sins, and confess Your truth with honest hearts in the communion of this altar. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to become man that He might enter this world and destroy the works of the devil. Deliver us from sin and death, and give us everlasting life. We implore You to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we would seek no refuge but His Word, that we would avoid the sin to which our sinful flesh is inclined, and that we would remain among the faithful followers of Christ, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Third Sunday in Advent (Gaudete)

15 December 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For joy at all times and reasonableness of word and deed, that all may recognize our Christian confidence in Christ’s advent, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that God would give us faithful stewards of His mysteries and servants of Christ who are trustworthy to proclaim Him alone as Lord and Judge; and that the Lord would tend His flock by His Word and Spirit, that Christ’s lambs may be gathered into God’s arms and gently led to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Christ’s gracious visitation; and that God would preserve them from dangers to body and soul, guide them by His Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our elected officials, that God, the maker and preserver of all creation, would bless our president, our president-elect, our governor and all in authority, that they would honor Him and govern those entrusted to their care with wisdom, courage and compassion, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and grieving, [especially _____________,] that as the day draws near when blind eyes see, deaf ears hear, lame legs leap and mute tongues sing for joy, God would grant them healing according to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For faith to believe Christ’s blessed testament, seek His Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our sins, and confess His truth with honest hearts in the communion of this altar, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to become man that He might enter this world and destroy the works of the devil. Deliver us from sin and death, and give us everlasting life. We implore You to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we would seek no refuge but His Word, that we would avoid the sin to which our sinful flesh is inclined, and that we would remain among the faithful followers of Christ, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
