Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

5 October 2025
O Lord, Father of all, we bow before You in all confidence and beg You: strengthen us by Your Spirit, ground us in Your love and fill up what we lack out of Your own abundance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of the Church, we thank and praise You for the ministers of Your Gospel, who preach the unsearchable riches of Your mercy. Strengthen all pastors and teachers of Your Word, that they may boldly proclaim the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Faithful Father, when loss and heartache invade our homes and tempt us to doubt Your divine care, hear our cries and renew our faith and life in You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy Comforter, You gave aid to the widows of Zarephath and Nain so they would not be left alone. Provide faithful friends and companions to our shut-ins and those who live alone, that they may be encouraged in faith toward You and in love toward one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood in heaven and earth is named, guide our rulers aright by the ministry of Your Church, and instill in them humility under Your divine authority, that they, in turn, would honor and uphold the godly callings of father and mother in our land. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, Your Son became flesh and healed the sick of all kinds of diseases and afflictions, demonstrating His power and giving us a foretaste of the resurrection on the Last Day. Have mercy upon all those in need of deliverance [especially _____________]. Heal them in Your time and according to Your will, and preserve them in the confidence that You will deliver Your people from all afflictions at the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, we are not worthy that You should come under our roof, yet You come to us in mercy. Grant us Your Spirit, that we may receive our Lord in faith when He comes to us in His body and blood and be strengthened for Your service by this Eucharist. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, Your saints in heaven now know as they are known and comprehend the fullness of Your love in Christ. Conduct our way through this fallen world to join them in Your heavenly presence. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, we are bold to ask You, heavenly Father, because You have made us Your people and members of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

5 October 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the fullness of Christ would supply His Church with His own Spirit of boldness, strength and love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors and teachers of God’s Word, who preach the unsearchable riches of His mercy, that God would strengthen them to proclaim boldly the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our homes, especially in times of loss and heartache, that hearing our cries, our faithful Father would bless us and renew our faith and life in Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For widows, shut-ins and those who live alone, that as God gave aid to the widows of Zarephath and Nain, so He would also provide faithful friends and companions to the lonely, encouraging them in faith and love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our rulers, that they would humbly heed the proclamation of God’s Church and uphold the godly callings of father and mother in our land, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those in need of healing and deliverance, that as Christ healed the sick of every disease and affliction, He would also show them mercy, [especially to _____________,] and that He would heal them in His time and according to His will and preserve them in the repentant confidence of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of the Holy Spirit, that we may receive our Lord in faith when He comes to us in His body and blood and be strengthened for service by this Eucharist, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For a faithful path through this fallen world, that we may join the saints in heaven, know as we are known and comprehend the fullness of the love of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, we are bold to ask You, heavenly Father, because You have made us Your people and members of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
