Prayer of the Church — Responsive Form
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
18 October 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Receive, O Lord, our praise and thanks for every good gift of Your grace. Fill us with Your Spirit, that we might walk wisely and redeem the time You give us on this earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, You received the praise of harp and psaltery in Your temple of old. Bless the efforts of sacred musicians today to lead the praises of the ascended Lord among us to the edification of Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your kingdom come, O Lord. Preserve the invitation of Your saving Gospel among us, that many may come into Your Son’s eternal wedding feast. Protect and vindicate Your servants who preach and teach Your Word. Guard their families from those who oppose their ministry and way of life. Open our ears to listen diligently to Your living and life-giving Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your will be done, O Lord. Bless our homes, that generation after generation may walk not as unwise but as wise, and so redeem these evil days until Your Son’s return. In this foolish world, fill us with Your Spirit, that we would give You thanks and submit to all authorities out of reverence for Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You are the ruler of all things. Grant that the nations may enjoy peace, goodwill, an end to terror and bloodshed, and freedom from tyranny. Guide our leaders to be faithful in their service for the protection of life and the pursuit of all that is just and good. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, give us bread that satisfies and everything needful not for our sakes, but graciously on account of Christ. Provide, we pray, for every need of body and soul [especially for _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You have wed Your Son to the Church and called all to share in His holy and eternal supper. Bring us and many more through the waters of Holy Baptism, that we may be found worthy to taste His gracious feast already in this life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Spare us from all temptations, Lord, and deliver us from evil. In true repentance, lead us to forsake our wicked ways and unrighteous thoughts and return to You for abundant pardon, seeking You while You may be found, that when Christ returns in His glory, we may not be cast into the outer darkness but welcomed into His everlasting wedding hall by grace; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church — Ektene Form
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
18 October 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Holy Spirit would fill us with thankfulness, praise and wisdom to walk according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
For sacred musicians, that they may faithfully lead the praises of the ascended Lord among us and so edify the Church of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the kingdom of God, that the Lord would preserve the invitation of His saving Gospel among us and lead many into the eternal wedding feast; that He would protect and vindicate His servants who preach the Word and guard their families from those who oppose their ministry and life; and that God would open our ears to listen diligently to His living and life-giving Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the will of God to be done among us; for our homes, that generation after generation may walk not as unwise but as wise, redeeming these evil days until Christ returns; and for all Christian citizens of our nation, that in this foolish world we would be filled with the Spirit and submit to all authorities out of reverence for Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the nations would enjoy peace, goodwill, an end to terror and bloodshed, and freedom from tyranny; and that our leaders would be faithful in their service for the protection of life and the pursuit of all that is just and good, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the bread that satisfies, that God would provide for our every need of body and soul not because of our worthiness, but graciously on account of Christ, [especially for _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all those invited to the marriage supper of Christ, that entering through the waters of Holy Baptism, they may be found worthy to taste His gracious feast already in this life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Spare us from all temptations, Lord, and deliver us from evil. In true repentance, lead us to forsake our wicked ways and unrighteous thoughts and return to You for abundant pardon, seeking You while You may be found, that when Christ returns in His glory, we may not be cast into the outer darkness but welcomed into His everlasting wedding hall by grace; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
