Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

The Baptism of Our Lord (See also the First Sunday after the Epiphany)

7 January 2024
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, You revealed Your Son in the wondrous Epiphany in the Jordan. So also You have revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, declaring us Your beloved heirs. Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, living with joy as Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, we give You thanks for the gift of family. Bless all parents, especially mothers, that they would joyfully acknowledge Your gifts of spouse, children and home. Be near to the elderly, the widowed and the orphaned. Show forth Your grace to them, that they would not feel alone. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of the nations, Your eye is on all who fear You. Grant humility and integrity to our rulers. Kindle love of neighbor among our citizens. Bring forth justice according to Your will and Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give comfort and relief to those who are sick, depressed, tired, confused or in any need [especially _____________]. Watch over all expectant mothers and their children, [especially _____________,] that they may have a safe delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, in Holy Baptism You have opened the heavens to Your children. Grant that all those baptized into Your Son would worthily receive the heavenly feast of His body and blood for their salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, You have made us Your own people by Baptism and granted us Your Holy Spirit to confess Christ in word and deed. We remember with thanksgiving those who went before us, who passed the faith on to us and who now rest in Christ from all their labors. Since we have died with Christ through Baptism, grant that we would be raised with Him also. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O merciful Lord, grant us confidence in the promises of Holy Baptism and trust that You will answer our prayers. When the Last Day comes, bring us into the joy of Your everlasting light and life through the merits and mercies of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

The Baptism of Our Lord (See also the First Sunday after the Epiphany)

7 January 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the revelation of Jesus Christ in His wondrous Epiphany in the Jordan, and for the revelation of God’s name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all the baptized children of God, that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who proclaim Jesus Christ, that through their godly message, many would repent of their sins and join Him in His heavenly kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For families, that the Lord would bless all parents, especially mothers, to joyfully acknowledge the gifts of spouse, children and home; and for the elderly, the widowed and the orphaned, that our heavenly Father would show forth His grace to them so they would not feel alone, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nations of the world, that the Lord would grant humility and integrity to rulers and bring forth justice according to His Word and will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, depressed, tired, confused and those in any need, [especially _____________,] that they would know God’s comfort; and for all expectant mothers and their children, [especially _____________,] that they may have a safe delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who have received Holy Baptism, that they would treasure this heavenly gift and so receive the body and blood of Christ for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for those who went before us, who passed the faith on to us and who now rest in Christ from all their labors, that since we have died with Christ in Baptism, we may be raised with Him also, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O merciful Lord, grant us confidence in the promises of Holy Baptism and trust that You will answer our prayers. When the Last Day comes, bring us into the joy of Your everlasting light and life through the merits and mercies of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
