Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany (See also the Baptism of Our Lord)

7 January 2024
Heavenly Father, You have thrown open the gates of this world and sent us Your Son. Let us always find Him where He promises to be, in this place of forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of hosts, Your glory of old was as thick darkness and no one could minister in Your presence. Preserve those now called to minister in the name of Your Son. Increase their faith, that they may offer You true and laudable service. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, King of kings, Your Son is not found only among His own family or people, but in His house of prayer, which is for all nations. Lead all peoples to render to You their prayer and praise, acknowledging You as Lord of all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Father, from whom all the families of the earth are named, Your Son embraced the fatherhood of Joseph and the motherhood of Mary. Turn the hearts of parents to their children, and children to their parents, that embraced in the holy family of the Church, they may receive Your grace and show forth Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, look favorably on our nation and those who govern, that our leaders would be people of integrity and that we would be good citizens together. Let the resources You have supplied be used for purposes consistent with Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of compassion, no suffering passes before You unnoticed. Give peace to the sick, the hospitalized, the recuperating, those in treatment, and all who are troubled in heart and mind. Grant healing according to Your will. [Especially hear us on behalf of _____________ and those named in our hearts…] Be their companion in solitude, their deliverer from trouble and their life in death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving Father, we come to this altar at Christ’s invitation to receive His body and blood. Help us to commune in good conscience, discerning the bodily presence of Christ and repenting of our sins, that we may keep in faithful hearts and with holy lives what we receive upon our lips this day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany (See also the Baptism of Our Lord)

7 January 2024
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For hearts that seek Christ where He promises to be found, within the gates of His Holy Christian Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who minister in the name of Jesus, that their faith may increase and that they may offer God true and laudable service, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all peoples, that they would find Christ not only among His own family or native people, but in the house of prayer, which is for all nations, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful sonship of Christ, let us give thanks unto the Lord; and that the parents and children among us may grow together in His grace and show forth His love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nation and those who govern, that our leaders would be people of integrity, that we would be good citizens together, and that every resource supplied by God may be used wisely in accord with His Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, the hospitalized, the recuperating, those in treatment, and all who are troubled in heart and mind, [especially _____________,] that the God of compassion would give them His peace and grant healing according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who come to this altar at Christ’s invitation to receive His body and blood, that God would help us to commune in good conscience, discerning Christ’s bodily presence and repenting of our sins, that what we receive on our lips we may keep in faithful hearts and holy lives, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
