Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Second Sunday after Christmas

5 January 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty Father, Creator of heaven and earth, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have restored Your divine image to mankind. In Holy Baptism, You give that image to us. Give us joy in our adoption as Your sons and daughters. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth! Out of the mouths of babes and nursing infants You have perfected Your praise. Silence the enemy and the avenger. Turn the hearts of all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain. Show Your forgiveness to those who are penitent. Give Your comfort to all women who mourn the loss of infants, and fix our eyes on Christ, who for a time was spared but has shed His blood for our salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of hosts, preserve Your Church and look favorably on her ministers. Give them delight in this joyful season and restful reflection on the mystery of Your incarnation, that they may preach Your Word boldly and faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You prepared a place for Your Son, Jesus, in the womb of the Virgin Mary and in the home of Mary and Joseph. Bless our homes and all who dwell in them, that Your Word would be heard and Your mercy be shown therein. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, protect our people and country. Grant wisdom and strength to Joseph, our outgoing president, and to Donald who is to be inaugurated president. Guide all transitions of power according to Your will, and grant that all rulers may seek peace and defend us from war and strife. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, in the birth of Your Son You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death [including _____________]. Let Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, as You have given us new life and eternal treasures stored up in heaven until the day of Your Son’s return, grant that all who commune today would receive this feast for the forgiveness of their sins and the strengthening of their faith toward You and in fervent love toward their neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your Son, Jesus Christ, to become a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sake and led Him safely home to His fatherland. Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form
Second Sunday after Christmas

5 January 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the joy of Christ’s birth, through whom the divine image is restored to mankind; for the joy of Holy Baptism, in which God bestows this image upon us; and for the joy of adoption as His sons and daughters, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For babes and nursing infants, out of whose mouths the Lord perfects His praise, that our Lord would silence their enemies, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain, that the Lord would turn their hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who mourn the loss of infants, that they would fix their eyes on Christ who, though spared for a time, shed His blood for the world’s salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that God would preserve her faithful; and for her ministers, that God would give them delight in this joyful season and restful reflection on the mystery of the incarnation that they preach, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all Christian homes, that the Word of God would dwell richly therein just as Christ Himself once dwelt in the home of Mary and Joseph, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our people and country, especially for Joseph, our outgoing president, and Donald, who is to be inaugurated president, that all transitions of power around the world may be done according to the Lord’s will and all strife and war be brought to peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the lonely, the sick, the recovering and those near death, [including _____________,] that God, who has visited and redeemed us by the birth of His Son, would visit them with His comforting presence and give them endurance until He grants His healing, relief, deliverance and peace at the proper time, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune today, that as recipients of new life and eternal treasures stored up in heaven, we might receive this feast for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith and love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your Son, Jesus Christ, to become a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sake and led Him safely home to His fatherland. Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
