Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

18 January 2026
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, how awesome are Your deeds, for it pleased You to send Your Son into our world to rescue us from sin, death and the devil. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, that we would cling in faith to Jesus Christ, our Bridegroom, and receive from Him forgiveness, life and salvation in His Holy Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, look with favor upon Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; _____________, our circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ, that the Holy Gospel would be preached among us in its purity and the Sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, You have forged the human family in a wonderful pattern and blessed the sacred vocations of husband and wife. Inspire us to stand out in this world, faithful to this biblical institution, and so show forth the glory of Christ and His Church. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, at the wedding at Cana, Your Son provided wine, which had run out for the feast. Inspire those desiring marriage among us to prepare themselves faithfully and to seek their joy in Christ alone. In this way, let them receive from Christ everything they need and every blessing for life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, our King, You govern all things in heaven and on earth. Bless those whom You have placed in authority over us, that they would be inclined to Your will and walk according to Your commandments. Bless also those who serve in our armed forces, that they would serve with integrity and honor. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, behold with compassion all who are sick or suffering [especially _____________]. Grant that they would know the consolation of Your love in Christ Jesus and be strengthened to endure. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, grant Your Holy Spirit to those who approach the altar this day, that they would receive the Holy Sacrament of Christ’s very body and blood in faithful repentance and to their abundant blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, from the dust of death through the waters of Baptism, You take from the side of Christ crucified a Bride without spot or wrinkle. Let us find comfort and peace in Him, and let us join the whole Body of Christ in the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, where the wine of joy and gladness never runs dry; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

18 January 2026
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful gathered here, that God would fill us with His Holy Spirit, through whom we cling in faith to Jesus Christ, our Bridegroom, and receive forgiveness, life and salvation in His Holy Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; _____________, our circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ, that the Holy Gospel would be preached among us in its purity and the Sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the sacred vocations of husband and wife, let us give thanks to the Lord; and for boldness to stand out in this world faithful to God’s institution of marriage, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those desiring marriage among us, that they may prepare themselves faithfully, seek their joy in Christ alone and so receive His every blessing for life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all whom God has placed in authority over us, that they would be inclined to His will and walk according to His commandments; and for those who serve in our armed forces, that God would enable them to serve with integrity and honor, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who are sick or suffering, [especially _____________,] that our heavenly Father would behold them with compassion, and that they would know the consolation of His love in Christ Jesus and be strengthened to endure, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who approach the altar this day, that by the Holy Spirit they would receive the Holy Sacrament of Christ’s very body and blood in faithful repentance and to their abundant blessing, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, from the dust of death through the waters of Baptism, You take from the side of Christ crucified a Bride without spot or wrinkle. Let us find comfort and peace in Him, and let us join the whole Body of Christ in the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, where the wine of joy and gladness never runs dry; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
