Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany (See also the Baptism of Our Lord)

12 January 2025
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, since You have thrown open the gates of this world and sent us Your Son, let us always find Him where He promises to be, in this place of forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, preserve Your Church. By Your mercies, lead us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to You in faith, for the good of our neighbors. Send faithful pastors to preach Your Gospel among us, and help all Christians to think with sober judgment, not considering themselves more highly than others, but each living and serving according to the measure of faith assigned by God. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, Your Son diligently heard the Word of God and grew in wisdom and stature, submissive to His earthly parents and always about Your business and in Your house. Keep the families of Your Church abiding in Your Word, eager to be found among Your Word and Sacraments, and always treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of the nations, Your eye is on all who fear You. Grant humility and integrity to rulers, sow love of one’s neighbor among citizens, and faithfully bring forth justice according to Your will and Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, at His Baptism Your Son voluntarily took on Himself all of our frailties and the results of our sinfulness. Give Your comfort to [_____________ and] all who mourn. Extend Your healing hand to [_____________ and to] all who need Your care. Assure them of Your promise that even when Your people walk through the fire, the flames will not consume them. Grant them faith to believe that they need not fear, for You are with them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, You offer grace to Your people in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Assure us of our salvation through this wonderful gift, that we would faithfully receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany (See also the Baptism of Our Lord)

12 January 2025
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For hearts that seek Christ where He promises to be found, within the gates of His Holy Christian Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church and her members, that by God’s mercies He would lead us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all ministers of Christ’s Gospel and servants of His Church, and that the Lord would send laborers into His harvest, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For sober judgment among all Christians, that none would consider himself more highly than another, but that each would live and serve according to the measure of faith assigned by God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christian homes, that following the example of our Lord Jesus, all children would be diligent to hear the Word of God, grow in wisdom and stature, submit to earthly parents, and always be about the heavenly Father’s business and in His house, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nations of the world, that the Lord would grant humility and integrity to rulers, sow love of one’s neighbor among citizens, and faithfully bring forth justice according to His will and Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who mourn and for all in need of healing, [especially _____________,] that God would care for their needs and comfort them by His presence so that they need not fear; and that God would assure them of His promise that, though they walk through fire, they will not be consumed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of grace offered to God’s people in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, that we would be assured of our salvation and faithfully receive the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
