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HOME: Where Stewardship Begins

here is ample anecdotal
evidence that the prime source
for stewardship education and
formation is the home. The
most faithful stewards of all of
life and life’s resources for God’s purposes
will tell of how parents and grandparents
modeled faithful stewardship for them in
formative years. This stewardship influence
within home and family even outpaces the
influence of pastors and congregational
steward leaders. The converse is also true.
Those stewards who are less than faithful
or even have an open aversion to faithful
stewardship will recount their negative
formation. Family members who grumble

when the pastor “preached about money;’

or pastors reluctant to bring up the topic

for fear of making people upset, are often
the source of the malformed stewardship

of their children and parishioners. Please
understand that this is not an attempt to
deify the good stewardship leaders or shame
the less than faithful ones, but to highlight a
very key factor in the formation of stewards.
It all starts at home.

It starts at home

This is made clear in the “words of institution”
of the office of steward. Genesis 1:26-28
highlights the reality that human beings

were created in the image of God for the
purpose of stewardship of creation for the
Creator’s purposes. Adam and Eve, male
and female, were created in that image to be
a reflection of the Creator within creation.
This highlights the incarnational nature of
stewardship. But it also locates stewardship
in its most fundamental place: the home!

Look closely at the way the Lord sets up
stewardship within the home: “And God
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply

and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth” (GEN. 1:28).
The subduing and dominion follows the
injunction to be fruitful and multiply. That

is the family. Husband and wife carrying

out the procreative task, raising up those
who will carry out stewardship of creation.
This was God’s plan for stewards. One
dares not simply reduce this stewardship
to the granting of physical life to the next
generations of stewards. It also carries with it
the admonition to reflect faithful stewardship
of all of life and life’s resources in such a way
that the subsequent generations reflect the
Creator and the stewards that have come
before them.

Fatherhood and stewardship

Last month, Hallmark and many others
pointed us to a day called Father’s Day.
This is a reminder that we need more than
one Sunday in June to take seriously the
formation of stewards in the home. There is
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A Scriptural example of a failed father/
steward is King David. As shocking as
this assertion may seem, David illustrates
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