                                                      Witness and Outreach Bulletin Sentences
Year C

Advent 1


Luke 19:28-40:  “Blessed is the King that comes in the name of the Lord!”  The Pharisees tried to silence those shouts of great joy. Jesus responds to the Pharisees, saying, “If these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”  May we never let the rebukes of this world lead us into silence, but rather may the Holy Spirit equip us and give us the opportunity to cry out with the Good News that Jesus Christ comes to save us.

Advent 2


Luke 3:1-14 (15-20):  John the Baptist was given a message to prepare the way for the coming Christ. This message shared the truth of repentance and forgiveness with all people. Here in worship, we have repented of our sins of thought, word, and deed and received full and free forgiveness through Christ.  This forgiveness equips us to share peace and pardon with those in our lives who have not yet received Jesus Christ.  Through our witness sharing the life, death and resurrection of Christ, may others rejoice in the opportunity to repent of their sin and receive forgiveness through Jesus.

Advent 3


Luke 7:18-28 (29-35):  Sometimes, when we look at the humble way in which Jesus entered our world, we are filled with doubts.  We ask along with John’s messengers, “Are You the One to come or shall we look for another?”  Jesus’ answer to John’s messengers serves as a mission statement for our outreach:  “Go and tell what you have seen and heard.”  May we boldly share what we have seen and heard about our coming Savior, Jesus Christ.

Advent 4


Luke 1:39-45 (46-56):  At the news of the prophecy’s fulfillment, Mary burst out singing a song of joy.  Today we have seen the prophecy of the Savior come to fulfillment through Jesus.  May we also burst forth with great joy and enthusiasm in sharing the saving message of Jesus that this world so desperately needs to hear.

Christmas 1


Luke 2:22-40: Simeon had it right - Christmas has arrived, so that we can celebrate for the rest of our eternal lives, not so that it can be over as soon as we open the gifts, eat the ham, put away the decorations and then put it all behind us for another year.  Simeon lifted up the gift that he had waited for all his life and recognized that in it, we had the Gift that would lead us to eternal rejoicing, Christ Jesus our Savior.  Don’t give in to the “after Christmas letdown.” You have the salvation and peace that God promised and promises in His Son.  May your celebration continue and may your sharing of the Good News in God’s Word be just as bold and vibrant as it was on Christmas Eve and may your peace be ever found in Jesus, who is with you always.

Christmas 2


Luke 2:40-52: At the age of twelve, Jesus obediently went to Jerusalem with Joseph and Mary to celebrate the Passover.  But, Jesus was also aware of the truth that He was the only-begotten Son of God and needed to be in constant contact with His Father. He needed to be able to have a connection with His Father to carry out the mission He was sent to earth to accomplish.  Christmas reminds us that Jesus is God’s greatest gift to the world.  What a privilege we have to share God’s gift of a Savior with others.  May we always be ready and willing to share this Good News whenever the opportunity arises.

Epiphany


Matthew 2:1-12:  On Christmas we sang, “Joy to the World,” but has our joy faded since Christmas?  Matthew tells us that the wise men “rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.”  The Epiphany message that Jesus Christ is born for us and the whole world is a message that brings great joy home to every heart.  May God use us to share this joy with others so that they would have the same joy in Christ! 

Baptism of Our Lord



Luke 3:15-22: Jesus came to fully carry out the will of His Father.  This included being baptized to fulfill all righteousness and take our place under the holy Law of God.  He lived in perfect obedience to that Law in our place so that we might be the redeemed children of God who now have some really Good News to share with others who need to hear some.  Don’t deprive your friends, co-workers, neighbors, or anyone else the blessing of hearing from God when He says to them “You are Mine!”

Epiphany 2


John 2:1-11:  Jesus’ first miracle was done to meet a need: the wedding feast had run out of wine.  How has Jesus met a need of yours?  We all have a story to tell about how Jesus has and continues to meet our needs.  Your own unique story can share Christ with someone and give witness to others about how Jesus meets their needs through His life, death, and resurrection. 

Epiphany 3


Luke 4:16-30: Jesus called sinners to repentance and faith in Him as God’s only Savior.  However, those who heard Him at Nazareth rejected His offer of hope and salvation.  Likewise, not all people with whom we share our faith will accept the message of salvation in Jesus, but that should not stop us from continuing to share.  Sharing the Good News is our work and changing hearts is the Holy Spirit’s work.

Epiphany 4


Luke 4:31-44: Jesus repeatedly demonstrated His divine nature through miracles of healing, casting out evil spirits and proclaiming the Good News of salvation.  What a beautiful, powerful and caring Savior we have, and what a powerful message we have to share.  As people of God, may we share this message with joy and boldness.

Epiphany 5


Luke 5:1-11: Jesus used the miracle of catching a huge number of fish to encourage His disciples to become “fishers of men.”  As they spent more time with Jesus, the disciples became more effective “fishers of men.”  By reading, studying and reflecting upon the powerful Word of God, we grow in our effectiveness as God’s witnesses.  Spending time with Jesus is just as important for us as it was for His first disciples.

Epiphany 6


Luke 6:17-26:  Jesus preached and ministered to a great multitude of people in Luke 6, and He continues to do so today through His Word.  We, as His disciples, have been given the awesome task and responsibility to share His Word.  As we do, we can take joy and comfort in the power of His Word to create and strengthen faith in us and others.

Epiphany 7


Luke 6:27-38:  Loving our enemies is one of the most difficult things for sinful people like us to do.  Our sinful nature would rather hate, get even with, or hold grudges against our enemies.  Yet, by the Holy Spirit’s help, the love that we share with our enemies may be the example and witness that leads someone else to see the love that God has for them in Christ Jesus.

Epiphany 8


Luke 6:39-49:  Can a blind man lead a blind man?  Certainly not!  Through the work of the Holy Spirit, our eyes have been opened to the truth found in Jesus Christ.  May God use us to lead others to Christ and together with us, bear the fruit of faith!
Transfiguration


Luke 9:28-36: Jesus was fully and truly human like you and me and each of the disciples.  In many of their day to day situations, all that the disciples could see was that Jesus was human like them; they couldn’t begin to comprehend that He was at the same time the perfect and holy Son of God.  As His outward appearance changed (transfigured) before them, they were given a glimpse of the full glory of who Jesus is as both 100% God and 100% Man.  We have not seen the transfigured Jesus with our human eyes, but we have seen Him with our eyes of faith, and that vision of a beautiful, powerful Savior helps us to share clearly and boldly the hope we have in Jesus.

Lent 1


Luke 4:1-13: Satan is alive and well in the world around us.  Is this reason to fear?  No!  It’s reason to trust with all our hearts that God is indeed our Refuge and Fortress.  He alone is our Safe Haven.  The world in which we live needs to hear the Good News that Satan is defeated in Christ and that he is crushed with the truth of God’s Word and the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit.  Instead of despair, share the Good News with your whole heart and then may your heart overflow to those around you with the saving message of the Good News of Christ.

Lent 2


Luke 13:31-35: Jesus wept over the people of Jerusalem because of their unbelief and the fact that they had turned away from God.  Do we have tears like Jesus when we see those who are living around us that do not have saving faith in Jesus?  May God’s Holy Spirit give us a renewed passion for the lost!

Lent 3


Luke 13:1-9: Jesus used the illustration of an unfruitful fig tree to point out clearly how important the fruits of the faith are to us Christians.  One of the sweetest fruits of faith is telling others about the Good News of amnesty from sin through the saving work of Jesus.
Lent 4


Luke 15:1-3; 11-32: The father in the Parable of the Lost Son longed with all his heart for the safe return of his son.  His brother wished him dead!  May our passion for the lost be like that of the father!  Celebrate the repentance of sin and the loving embrace of God’s grace.

Lent 5


Luke 20:9-20: Jesus alone is the way to forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  God forbids that we should be like the rebellious tenants.  We ask that God grants that with believing hearts, we may share our saving faith with people who are living in spiritual darkness.

Palm Sunday


John 12:12-19: No matter whether you celebrate Jesus riding into Jerusalem or His Passion, the message is clear:  Jesus came to Jerusalem to die for the sins of the world!  Because of that, we have hope for ourselves and plenty of additional hope to share with fellow sinners.  That truth gives us reason to wave a palm branch in bold faith and in thanksgiving to God that there is one true King who conquers sin, death, the grave and the devil, and only one true King worthy of all our praise, thanksgiving and daily witness.

Easter


Luke 24:1-12:  When Mary Magdalene saw her risen Lord, she went with great excitement to tell the disciples that she had seen the Lord and related to them what Jesus had told her.  We have seen our risen Lord by faith and tasted that He is good in Word and Sacrament. That sure faith inspires us to share with others the hope we have for eternity. Because Jesus lives, we live. And because Jesus lives, the person we tell can share that same life with us for eternity.  What you’ve seen and tasted today compels you to share the Good News for life!

Easter 2


John 20:19-31: On Easter Sunday, Jesus appeared to His disciples when Thomas was absent.  In joy, the disciples told Thomas: “We have seen the Lord!”  Their witness was true, even though Thomas doubted at first.  Just because someone does not believe our witness to Jesus as our Lord and Savior should not discourage us from sharing our faith.  Sharing is both our challenge and our privilege. Changing hearts is God’s work.  And thanks be to God, we have a patient and compassionate Savior who welcomes and encourages us in our doubts to “poke and prod” and says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe!”

Easter 3


John 21:1-14 (15-19): Easter changes everything. Dead to alive; persecution to mission; enemies to priests; denial to proclamation - these are the changes made by the Word of the Risen Christ.  In one of the most amazing fishing stories ever told, we hear the life-changing difference that can be made with 153 fish in a net and one resurrected Savior.  When you find someone who doesn’t know or who has forgotten this truth, tell them today’s Good News.

Easter 4


John 10:22-30: Most of us have seen the commercial by Verizon Wireless.  It’s the old one where the guy walks around to various places where a phone normally would not work and he asks the question, “Can you hear me now?”  And getting the affirmation that he has been heard - loud and clear - he responds, “Good!”  The risen Good Shepherd gives us renewed clarity today.  The Day is coming when everyone will hear His voice.  By then, it will be too late to respond to that Voice in repentant faith.  So, our daily mission is to give clarity to one voice and to one voice alone - the Risen Christ.  When the storms of life are raging, when the doctor says, “cancer,” when people are facing the crossroads of life, can they hear Jesus, their Good Shepherd and follow Him?  Only when the answer is YES for the entire world can we feel content.  Until then, keep asking, “Can you hear the Good Shepherd?”

Easter 5


John 13:31-35: They’ll know we are Christians by our love.  But what do they presume when all we can talk about is how someone in church has hurt us, or the hymns we didn’t like, or the length of the worship service?  What we receive from the Word and Sacrament, God’s gifts of grace and love, no one can give except the One who loves us.  We have so much to share with the world that no one else can give.  And it will never run out.  So keep handing out the unconditional love and they’ll know we’re followers of Jesus Christ who first loved us!

Easter 6


John 16:23-33: The world is a hostile place for Christians, but Jesus tells us to have courage because He has overcome the world.  Because of our faith, we have peace even in the face of trial.  This peace and joy adds power to our witnessing.  Today’s peace in the face of trial may be the most encouraging Word someone may ever hear from you or see in you.

Easter 7


John 17:20-26: In God’s Word today, we get the opportunity to overhear Jesus praying to His heavenly Father.  In this intimate time of prayer, we hear Jesus praying for us, and we learn that we are an answer to His prayer as we live in the unity of the Church as His people.  In our sharing of the Good News with the world, what a blessing to let the world know that they are an answer to prayer in the receiving of the Good News that you are sharing.  Tell them that you prayed for an opportunity to share Christ’s love and they are the answer to that prayer.  That phrase, “You’re an answer to prayer,” reveals a great deal about your relationship with your heavenly Father and your constant search for God’s answer to your prayers.

Pentecost


John 14:23-31: Jesus told His disciples in advance that after His resurrection and ascension He would send the Holy Spirit to teach them and help them remember all that He had said to them.  We have that same Spirit who changed timid disciples into bold witnesses.  By the Spirit’s power, we are sanctified and empowered.  Through the Spirit’s power, we are also called to share the story of Jesus. 

Holy Trinity


John 8:48-59: In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus made the claim that He and the Father are One, and that the Father is the One who glorifies Him.  This drew criticism from His enemies, but brings joy and confidence to those of us who honor Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to share the Good News of salvation in Jesus, our Lord and our God.

Proper 3


Luke 6:(20-26) 27-42:  This world tells us that when we do something good we should get something in return.  As missionaries for Christ, that is not the case.  We are to give witness in word and deed, expecting nothing in return.  The reward is great in heaven for us and for those who come to faith through the proclamation of God’s Word!

Proper 4 


Luke 7:1-10:  “But say the word, and let my servant be healed.”  Talk about some powerful words!  We, like the Centurion, know the power and authority of God’s Word.  As we bear witness to God’s powerful and authoritative Word, may others come to faith in the One who heals both physically and spiritually: Jesus Christ.

Proper 5


Luke 7:11-17: Jesus demonstrated His divine power over death by raising the widow’s son from the dead.  All who witnessed this miracle were in awe and spread this news throughout Judea and the surrounding country.  Like those first witnesses, we have the privilege of sharing the Good News about a Savior who also rescues us from sin and death.  That’s something to really be excited about!

Proper 6


Luke 7:36-8:3: The story Jesus told Simon the Pharisee also equips each and every one of us to tell the Good News.  We have been forgiven many times over; therefore, we have so much Good News to share.  We are rich in the love of God to overflow to the world.  Fathers have been given the responsibility in God’s Word to be the spiritual head of their household to share the Good News as well.  Fathers, as well as all Christians, the one gift you can share all year long is the gift of forgiveness and the love of God.  Share it daily with your spouse, your children, with your co-workers and with all those whom God gives you the privilege of interacting with.

Proper 7


Luke 8:26-39: When Jesus freed a demon-possessed man, that man in response wanted to follow Jesus to the ends of the earth.  Instead, Jesus says to him: “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”  Telling others about how much God has done for us is our most effective witness.  May we gladly share this great news about how much God has done for us!

Proper 8


Luke 9:51-62: The disciples wanted to call down fire from heaven to destroy those who did not welcome Jesus.  Jesus rebuked them because He has such great love for all people, even those who reject Him.  Because of God’s undeserved love, we have been saved from our sinful condition; as a result, we can be like one beggar telling another beggar where to find food.
Proper 9


Luke 10:1-20: In Jesus’ day, the harvest was plentiful, but the workers were few.  He told His followers to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send out more workers.  What can we do to assist in providing for more workers?  We can go out ourselves and make the most of every opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus with people who are still in spiritual darkness.  We can support the outreach efforts by providing financial support for evangelism.  We can encourage students to seek out professional church work at our Synodical universities.  The possibilities are numerous - and the harvest is plentiful.  Pray.  Pray.  Pray.  Pray that the Lord will send out more workers, beginning with you, with a host of others, because the harvest is ripe.  Thanks be to God.

Proper 10


Luke 10:25-37: The Parable of the Good Samaritan reminds us that in loving our neighbors, we care not just for their physical needs, but also for their spiritual needs.  What a joy it will be in eternity to have a “neighbor” come up to us and thank us for sharing the Good News of salvation found in Jesus alone.

Proper 11


Luke 10:38-42: We, like Mary, grow as our Lord’s witnesses by “sitting at His feet” to be strengthened in our own faith.  As we grow in our faith, we become more and more confident in sharing the hope that is within us.  Because we have been nourished through the Word of God, we can become like one beggar telling another beggar where to find food.  Come and see; go and tell!
Proper 12


Luke 11:1-13: How often have you stood before a full table or before a gathering of people and everyone looks at each other but no one wants to be the one to pray?  Prayer is not a natural inclination of those who are sinful by nature and sinful in thought, word and deed.  We need to be taught how to pray because prayer is so often seen as only an emergency measure, or a desperate attempt to get a higher power to act on our behalf when we’re in trouble.  One of the best ways we can share the Good News is by demonstrating a prayer life that reflects an honest communication with God; the ability to, in times of celebration and in times of need, to speak with God as a child speaks to their dear father.  That’s what Jesus taught His disciples and that’s what we can share when we openly pray throughout the day letting the whole world know that before we do anything, we talk to God first in prayer.

Proper 13


Luke 12:13-21: Jesus told the Parable of the Rich Fool to remind us that real life in Christ is about much more than material possessions.  Many people around us are rich in things of this world, but poor in spiritual things.  Isn’t it great that we who have been made rich in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit have great spiritual news to share with those who are struggling in spiritual darkness?  Share the riches of God’s grace freely.

Proper 14


Luke 12:22-34: Jesus tells us that where our treasure is, there our hearts will also be.  Jesus is our “Priceless Treasure” who helps us to seek the most important things in life, like a saving faith in Jesus.  Our witness to the Good News of salvation in Jesus is one of the richest possessions we can share.  May we share our faith and hope with joy and excitement. Who can you make rich today by sharing Christ with them?  God’s grace has made you overflowing in riches to share with others today with the Good News of salvation.

Proper 15


Luke 12:49-53 (54-56): It’s not easy to be an effective witness concerning the faith we have in Jesus in this world that is so ready and willing to compromise the truth.  In addition, we have a natural, sinful tendency to be timid in sharing our faith.  We may also fear being rejected by a friend or a neighbor who is not currently a Christian, or who may disagree on the stand that Scripture clearly takes.  In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus clearly states that He did not come to bring peace but division - on purpose!  This does not mean that Jesus is not the great Prince of Peace, but it does mean that when a person is confronted by Jesus, they have to take a stand for either the truth of God or the falsehood of the world.  There is no gray area.  By the grace of God and with the gentleness of the Spirit, let’s do what we can to help others take the stand on the truth that is the difference between life and death!

Proper 16


Luke 13:22-30: The door to eternal life is narrow.  It is not true that all religions lead to the same place.  Only one religion (or faith) leads to salvation and that is the Christian religion.  There is no name under heaven other than the name of Jesus that is the door to eternal life.  May the Holy Spirit help us to be bolder and more winsome in sharing this treasure we have in Jesus!

Proper 17


Luke 14:1-14: The Scriptures tell us that the Pharisees were watching Jesus very closely.  They were watching Him to find mistakes, for any reason to criticize, to see if He could pass their test.  Jesus was watching them very closely, and even though they were acting like enemies, Jesus was looking upon them with love.  As we look upon the world, we need Jesus’ eyes to be able to see the world with His love and compassion.  That’s the labor of love the Lord has given to us as we share the Good News each and every day.  Jesus enables us to see the world differently: with grace.  As He equips us with the Good News to share, may the Spirit also equip our eyes and hearts with the ability to recognize those who need the Good News the way Jesus does. 

Proper 18


Luke 14:25-35: In His teaching, Jesus said that salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  Jesus taught that we, as His followers, are like salt on Earth to season and preserve good things.  Witnessing to Jesus is the best way that we can be like salt to this world.

Proper 19


Luke 15:1-10: Jesus loves sinners like us.  What a great thing that is to know and experience. He dearly wants to use us and our witnessing to help other lost souls find their joy and rest in Jesus.  There is great rejoicing in heaven over even one sinner who repents.  What a privilege we have to share our faith, so others may also repent.  May we do it regularly and faithfully.

Proper 20


Luke 16:1-15: When it comes to using our finances, most times we don’t think of it in an evangelism sense. The Lord uses a parable to teach His disciples about being shrewd in the age in which we live.  What if the world knew that your finances were dedicated to the sharing of the Gospel?  How shrewd would that be?  Jesus talks more about money in His parables than any other medium because He knows that money can get between us and Him.  Knowing this, the Good News should be applied to our money.  We are to be devoted to God rather than to money.  Our priority is to be right with God. We cannot serve two masters.  Our “shrewdness” can be best applied to the world as they see us live the good News in how we apply it to the use of our money.  Isn’t it wonderful that we can proclaim the Good News and use our money at the same time?!  Thanks be to God for all the riches He has given to us.

Proper 21


Luke 16:19-31:  When the rich man died, he found himself tormented in Hades.  He cries out to Abraham to go and warn his five brothers so that they do not find themselves in the same torment.  We, as baptized believers in Christ, have the sure and certain hope of heaven, and because of that promise, we want as many others as possible to join us in the blessedness of our eternal home!

Proper 22


Luke 17:1-10:  Every Sunday we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  As we heed these words and forgive as we have been forgiven, we are giving a tremendous witness to the love of God found in Jesus Christ.  May our forgiving lead others to the ultimate forgiveness given through the cross.

Proper 23


Luke 17:11-19: Leprosy was a dreadful disease in Bible times.  Lepers were outcasts who were isolated from other people.  Jesus healed the ten lepers who asked Him for pity.  All ten were healed from their physical leprosy, but only one gave evidence that he was also healed from the leprosy of sin.  We are like cleansed lepers who can help others find true healing for both body and soul in Christ alone.

Proper 24


Luke 18:1-8: Persistence in prayer is something that Jesus taught many times.  The widow in our reading for today received justice from an ungodly judge because of her persistence.  Persistence with faith brings the Lord’s blessing.  Persistence in sharing the Good News of Jesus with unbelievers also bears fruit that will last into eternity.  Won’t it be great to have someone in eternity come up and thank us for our persistence in witnessing to Jesus and never giving up on them?!

Proper 25


Luke 18:9-17: Children teach adults many helpful things.  They are trusting and willing to openly share the Good News of Jesus.  May we become more like Christian children who love and trust in Jesus and openly share our hope with people who are living each day without the sure hope of salvation.

Proper 26


Luke 19:1-10:  Jesus gives His mission statement in today’s Gospel saying, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  Today, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are sent out to share the Good News of salvation for all people.  Jesus still seeks to save the lost, and He does it through our sharing of His Gospel in words and actions.  We may be the only Bible some people read today.  Be the open Good News of Jesus for others for the sake of the lost!

Proper 27  


Luke 20:27-40: The Sadducee spirit is still alive and well in our world today.  This spirit is found in the doubts that there is life after death.  They believe that there’s no more, and they certainly aren’t ready to believe in condemnation.  Some are just so caught up in the every day that they can’t admit that they haven’t really considered life after death.  They are just too connected to TV, movies, cell phones, Facebook, the internet, and so many other things to give much thought to what more there may be.  Or, they could be too worried about the bills or a family member or retirement to get excited about a “There’s still more” message.  That’s the Sadducee spirit swirling around, and we have the truth to confront it.  There is death, because it pays the wages of sin.  But Jesus’ life, death and resurrection confronted the wages of sin, paid it in full, and gives the promise of eternal life and the truth that there’s still more, thanks be to God.  Be bold!  Share both Law and Gospel.  Confront the Sadducee spirit.  It is truly sad to think that so many people think that this world, which is here today and gone tomorrow, is all there is when the God of Life promises so much more in Christ.

Proper 28


Luke 21:5-28 (29-36): With all the things that the Lord predicted in the “last days” in our Gospel text, it’s hard not to be downcast with chins to our chests.  But our Lord tells us to “straighten up”: in other words, look up and be confident, because things are looking up despite the earthquakes, pestilence, false teachers and all other things that could keep us down.  Redemption is drawing near and is present with us always in the living Word, Jesus Christ, and the salvation found in His life, death and resurrection.  We are encouraged to speak up as we look up because we have the Good News to share.

Proper 29


Luke 23:27-43: The end of another church year reminds us to be watchful and prepared for our Lord’s second coming to judge the living and the dead.  It will be a Day of rejoicing for believers but a Day of doom for unbelievers.  May we use every opportunity we are given to share our saving faith with others who are still in unbelief, so that they may also share in the Paradise that only Christ the true King gives with His life, death and resurrection.  He continues to be ridiculed because He is a King who saves through a Cross.  But only this King will give Paradise on the Last Day, just as He promises.  Now, that’s a King worth putting your trust in for eternity!
