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Advent 1


Mark 13:24-37: Watch! Wait! Pray! These are all wonderful words of Advent. The watchman’s prayer is also the call to witness to stand faithfully and fervently, watching and waiting for the hands of God the Potter to work at the clay of His people.  Isaiah understood the simple truth that in the hands of the Potter, nothing is impossible for the clay.  Boldly share the watchman’s prayer: Potter God, mold me and shape me according to Your will, for in You there is life and purpose and a future for eternity.

Advent 2


Mark 1:1-8: An elderly man had been fitted with a hearing aid and returned to his doctor’s office a week later for a checkup.  “How do you like your new hearing aid?” the doctor asked.  “Just fine,” the man replied.  “How does your family like it?” inquired the doctor.  “Oh, I haven’t told them yet,” the man answered, “but I have changed my will three times already.”  How’s your hearing?  If we are hearing God’s Word, well...it may not be just our will that we change, but our entire lives.  God’s voice was proclaimed loud and clear through the voice of Isaiah, Peter, and John the Baptist, who all speak the Law and Gospel calling for us to repent of our sin, to be forgiven, and to walk the way of God.  By the grace of God, your hearing has changed your life!  Ask someone, “How’s your hearing?” and tell them what a difference hearing the Word of God has made for you! 

Advent 3


John 1:6-8, 19-28:
As the forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist was sent to bear witness about the Light.  John pointed ahead to the Savior of the world – Jesus.  Today, we also are given the privilege and joy of pointing others to Christ.  We do this so that others might believe through Him and literally - see the Light - Jesus!

Advent 4


Luke 1:26-38: It can be easy for us to fall into the temptation of thinking that God couldn’t possibly use us to share His Good News with others.  God responds to our doubts of “I’m not a good enough speaker.” or “I can’t really make a difference.” or “What if I say the wrong thing?” with – “For nothing will be impossible with God!”  Our God – with whom nothing is impossible – promises to bless our faithful witness to Him!

Christmas 1


Luke 2:22-40:  When we receive good news, it can be hard for us to keep quiet about it.  Whether it’s a promotion, an engagement announcement, or acing a big test – we just have to tell the news!  How did Anna respond to the news of the Messiah?  She gave thanks to God and spoke of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  May the Good News of Jesus Christ lead us to give thanks to God and to boldly speak of Him to the people God puts in our lives.  They may be just as eager and awaiting the news as Anna was. 
Christmas 2


Luke 2:40-52:  When Mary and Joseph finally found their lost child, they found Jesus at the Temple.  “I must be about My Father’s business,” Jesus said.  We too must be about our Heavenly Father’s business.  It is good that we are found in God’s house today, for here is where we are strengthened, enabled by the Spirit and equipped to be His witnesses out in the world through the Word and Sacrament.

Epiphany


Matthew 2:1-12:  The star of the Epiphany story is actually the star itself!  God used the star to lead the Magi to the Savior of the world that they might worship Him.  As God’s faithful witness, you may be the “star” that God uses to lead someone in your life to worship the Lord and Savior of the world, Jesus Christ! Shine bright!

Baptism of Our Lord



Mark 1:4-11:  As we hear of our Lord’s Baptism, we are reminded of our own Baptism. Our Baptism tells the story that others need to hear.  In Baptism, we are joined to Christ’s death and His resurrection.  Because Christ lives, we live.  Let your Baptism be the story that gives witness to God’s amazing grace.

Epiphany 2


John 1:43-51:  Philip’s evangelism to Nathaniel consisted of three words – “Come and see!”  It doesn’t take a lengthy sermon or speech to witness for Christ.  A friendly invitation to “come and see” may be just what someone you know is looking to hear and see.  May God use your invitation to bring someone into His house or form a  relationship with a believer so that they can hear the Good News of salvation through Christ!

Epiphany 3


Mark 1:14-20: Jesus gives us the same invitation that He gave to Simon and Andrew: “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  We are equipped, not with fishing poles, but with God’s Word.  Through our “fishing” - our sharing of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit lures others into the lavish grace that only God provides. 

Epiphany 4


Mark 1:21-28:  What sets our message apart as Christians?  We speak of the One who has authority – Jesus Christ!  Even today, God’s Word has authority!  As you bear witness, take comfort that through the authority of God’s Word and His Holy Spirit, others are still brought into fellowship with Christ! 
Epiphany 5


Mark 1;29-39:  The disciples said to Jesus, “Everyone is looking for You!”  There are still people – even people you know – who are looking for Jesus.  Pray that God would grant you the opportunity to help someone find Jesus by the faithful sharing of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.

Epiphany 6


Mark 1:40-45:  Even though he was instructed otherwise, the recently healed leper couldn’t help but go out and share the incredible news of what Jesus had done for him.  What has Jesus done for you in your life?  Just as the leper was healed of his disease, you have been healed of the disease of sin.  Don’t hold that message in; instead, go and tell others what Jesus has done for you with great joy! 

Epiphany 7


Mark 2:1-12:  Advertisements bombard us with messages saying, “You’ve never seen anything like this before.”  Many times, that claim is not backed up by the product.  However, when we speak of the goodness and mercy of God, we can truly tell others:  “You’ve never seen anything like this before.”  Why?  Because there is nothing else in this world that can compare with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  You have God’s Word to prove it! 
Epiphany 8



Mark 2(13-17) 18-22:  Jesus’ earthly ministry reminds us that God’s love and care is for all people – even those who we would consider “outcasts.”   As Christians, we are to bring God’s mercy and grace to all people, not just those we consider worthy.  May God enable you to step out of your comfort zone and reach those who truly need to hear the Gospel message.

Transfiguration


Mark 9:2-9: As we have gathered in God’s presence here in worship, we can say along with Peter, “It is good that we are here!”  Rather than setting up camp here, our Lord sends us out into the world with a message to share.  We are sent to show others Jesus  just as we have seen and heard Him in His Good News.
Lent 1


Mark 1:9-15:  The devil constantly tempts us to keep the news of salvation through Christ to ourselves.  The devil loves to make us think that we are inadequate messengers, or too busy, or unable to make a difference in someone else’s life.  The Good News is that Christ was tempted in every way just like us, but He remained without sin.   By His own resistance to the devil, our Lord strengthens us in the midst of our own temptations and failures and equips us to be bold witnesses to Christ’s victory over sin, death and the devil.

Lent 2


Mark 8:27-38:  There are many different thoughts people have today about who Jesus is.  Some say He was just a good man, some say He is a prophet, and some say He is a good example for us to follow.  Like Peter, we confess exactly who Jesus is: He is the Christ, the Son of God.  May the Holy Spirit equip us to be bold witnesses to the Rock and Foundation of our lives, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Lent 3


John 2:13-22 (23-25):  When we are passionate about something, it is apparent to all those around us.   Jesus was passionate about His Father’s house.  After He cleansed the temple, His disciples remembered what was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.”  May the Holy Spirit instill us with a zeal for Christ so that we may boldly speak His Good News and share His mercy and love with a world in desperate need of it.

Lent 4


John 3:14-21:  When we think about telling others about Jesus, sometimes we get overwhelmed.  “Where do I start?” we ask ourselves.  A good starting point is John 3:16, sometimes known as “The Gospel in a Nutshell.”  Here, the entirety of the Gospel can be found in one short and memorable verse. God loves you – what a wonderful message to share!

Lent 5


Mark 10:(32-34) 35-45:  Greatness is measured differently in God’s kingdom compared to the kingdom of the world.  Greatness in God’s kingdom is found in service to Him and to others.  “For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve.”   May our humble service lead others to the great riches found in God’s amazing grace.

Palm Sunday


John 12:12-19:  Hosanna, save us now!  Our cry for help is the same as those on the first Palm Sunday.  Our Lord has not only heard our cries, but has answered them with His perfect life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection.  As ones who have already been saved by Christ’s life and death, we have the opportunity to share that very same saving rescue with others in our daily lives.

Easter


Mark 16:1-8: The Good News of the resurrection of Jesus was, at first, hard for His followers to accept.  But by God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, their hearts were soon on fire for Jesus, and they eagerly shared this Good News.  May the truth of the resurrection of Jesus set our hearts ablaze to share this Good News whenever we have the opportunity.

Easter 2


John 20:19-31: The risen Lord appeared to His disciples when they were hiding behind locked doors, in fear for their own lives.  The message he shared was to comfort them, saying: “Peace be with you!  Receive the Holy Spirit!”  God’s peace and the Spirit’s power put a fire into their witnessing.  May this same peace and power inspire us and enable us to let our Gospel lights shine brightly.

Easter 3


Luke 24:36-49:  Jesus gives a mission statement to all His followers: “Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations.”  Thanks be to God, we are not left on our own in this great task.  Luke tells us that we have been clothed with power from on high.  The Holy Spirit guides and directs our witness and He takes our message of repentance and forgiveness and brings about faith in those who hear.

Easter 4


John 10:11-18: Jesus taught His disciples and, by extension, we as His people, that He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep.  What can stop the witness of those who no longer fear death? Every enemy has been vanquished by the Good Shepherd. What Good News this is for our comfort and all of the sheep not yet in the fold. So, boldly share the Good News that there is a very Good Shepherd in the Risen Jesus Christ who came for the sake of all of the sheep. 

Easter 5


John 15:1-8: Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches.  Apart from the Vine, we can do nothing to please God.  In fact, apart from the vine, we can do nothing at all!  But, staying attached to the True Vine makes us productive branches who bear much fruit, including the fruit of sharing the Good News of Jesus with hearts that are afire for Him.

Easter 6


John 15:9-17: Jesus chose His disciples to go and bear much fruit through their love and their witnessing.  The fire of the Spirit empowered them and still empowers us to share the greatest true story ever told! 
Easter 7


John 17:11b-19: Jesus prayed for His disciples.  He also intercedes for you and me. Our text is a portion of the High Priestly prayer of Jesus, asking that His Father in heaven would preserve and protect His disciples in a hostile world.  The words following this text include the same prayer for us believers today.  What an encouragement this is for us to “keep the faith” and at the same time to share it with all of those around us. 

Pentecost


John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15: Jesus told His disciples that when the Holy Spirit  comes, He will testify about Jesus. He also said that they would be strengthened to testify about Him as well.  What a privilege they had and we also have, with the Spirit’s help, to testify about our loving and forgiving Jesus.

Holy Trinity


John 3:1-17: Jesus stated so clearly that anyone who does not believe in the name of God’s one and only Son Jesus will be eternally condemned.  This truth makes our work of outreach and mission critical.  Without faith in Jesus, there is no salvation.  This truth gives us a sense of urgency to get the message out.  Who can you share this truth with  today? Our Triune God loves the world so much, He doesn’t want a single soul to be left out and perish.

Proper 3


Mark 2:(13-17) 18-22:  We seek out the care of a physician when we’re sick and dealing with an illness.  Spiritually speaking, we are sick.  We all have one spiritual sickness in common: sin.  The comforting thing is that the Gospel message of Jesus Christ is for sinners just like us!  We who have been given the Gospel cure have the joy of passing on that same precious cure to those who have not heard of Jesus Christ, the Great Physician.

Proper 4


Mark 2:23-28 (3:1-6):  Jesus’ message to the Pharisees about the Sabbath turns their understanding upside down.  The Sabbath was made for us!  God ordained and established the Sabbath for the restoration and renewal of His people. As the Lord restores and renews us through our time gathered in His house, we are then equipped to bring this message to a world that is desperately in need of the restoration Christ provides. 

Proper 5


Mark 3:20-35:  The song goes, “And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends and proclaiming the Lord all our praises afford – we are brothers and sisters in Christ.”  We have an eternal relationship with God and one another through Jesus Christ.  May God use our witness to bring others into eternal relationships with God.

Proper 6


Mark 4:26-34:  Every year farmers get to see a great miracle of God in the growth of their crop.  The farmers may plant the seed, but God does the rest.  The same is true for us as God’s witnesses in the world.  We are called upon to share the Word of God and to scatter the seed.  We can leave the miracle of growth to the Holy Spirit, who gives us the promise that His Word will not return to Him empty, but will accomplish the purpose for which it was sent (Is. 55:11).

Proper 7


Mark 4:35-44: We have the great blessings of forgiveness of sin, life and salvation from Jesus. He who controls all creation continues to care and protect us as only He can, just like He did for the disciples. Speaking about our faith and hope in Jesus provides the Holy Spirit the opportunity to work saving faith in the hearts of those who do not yet believe.  As Christians, let’s be more intentional about our witnessing!

Proper 8


Mark 5:21-43:  Never underestimate the power of God’s Word!  With one Word, Jesus amazingly heals Jairus’ daughter.  God’s Word is what gives our witness power.  The very same Word that heals and restored Jairus’ daughter can spiritually heal and restore those to whom we speak God’s powerful Word.

Proper 9


Mark 6:1-13: Jesus sent the twelve disciples to go two by two with the authority to cast out demons, heal the sick and preach to the people that they should repent.  We are blessed to be disciples who follow our Lord’s Great Commission to go wherever we can and speak boldly of the Good News of Jesus.

Proper 10


Mark 6:14-29: John the Baptist helped to prepare the way for the Lord by calling sinners to repentance.  He did that work with great power and success and was faithful to God and his mission unto death.  We are also called to be faithful witnesses about Jesus unto death (Revelation 2:10), so that many sinners will be saved and also receive the crown of life.

Proper 11


Mark 6:30-44: Jesus miraculously fed the hungry crowd of thousands by multiplying five loaves of bread and two fish.  This miracle fed the people for a few hours but Jesus, the Bread of Life, desires to satisfy spiritual hunger forever.  We who have been blessed to feed on the Bread of Life are encouraged to invite hungry sinners to believe in Jesus, who is and always will be the true Bread of Life.

Proper 12


Mark 6:45-56: The disciples were struggling with all their might to sail forward and fight against the strong winds, but were having very little success. After Jesus finished praying, He walked to them on the water.  They cried out in terror when they saw Him, but our loving Jesus calmed their fears as well as the wind.  Jesus is still calming troubled hearts and has invited us to join Him in sharing the Good News of salvation.  May we witness to the life-changing power of Jesus with joy and enthusiasm!

Proper 13


John 6:22-35: John’s account of the aftermath of the miraculous feeding of the multitudes indicates that the people continued to search for Jesus because they wanted more food for their hungry bodies.  Jesus urged them to seek the Bread of Life so they will never hunger or thirst again.  As Jesus used His disciples to point people to the true Bread of Life, so He also uses us to point starving souls to Jesus, the only Bread of Life.

Proper 14


John 6:35-51: Jesus declared that He came down to earth to do His Father’s will.  The Father wants everyone to look to the Son and believe in Him so that they shall have everlasting life and be raised up at the last day.  We are called to witness boldly to this sure hope of the resurrection of the body unto life everlasting.  May we continue to speak to others about this living hope with joy!

Proper 15


John 6:51-69: Jesus told the grumbling Jews that their fathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on the true Bread of Life will live forever.  May we proclaim boldly that Jesus is the one and only Bread of Life who wants to satisfy the spiritual hunger of people.

Proper 16


Mark 7: 1-13:  Too many people, like the Pharisees, worship God in vain because they follow human rules and regulations before God’s Word.  Only those who believe in and worship Jesus as the Son of God and the one who can save them from sin, death and the power of the devil will be saved.  How can we who have been saved by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit keep silent while others are pursuing false, man-made beliefs or religions?  At times, even our lengthiest conversations can seem to get nowhere. The same objections and questions continue to be raised.  One way to determine the root of the issue is to simply ask: “Is there anything you’re afraid you’d have to change or give up if you were to become a Christian?”  See how God uses this question to give you an opportunity to respond to the real issue that keeps them from believing in Jesus - and then offer to pray about it.

Proper 17


Mark 7:14-23: So many of the Pharisees and teachers of the law in Jesus’ day were preoccupied with rituals and ceremonies instead of worshiping the only true God from their heart. Our hearts overflow with the truth of God’s saving grace as we believers share the Good News of Jesus with people who are still living in spiritual darkness.

Proper 18


Mark 7: 24-37:  In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus healed a man who was deaf and could not speak in an understandable manner.  Those who witnessed this miracle were amazed and couldn’t stop talking about what Jesus had done.  Jesus is still working miracles in our lives. We have the Good News of what Jesus means to us to share with those who do not yet believe in Him.  May God work in us through His Word so that it may be said of us that we just will not stop talking about the blessings found in the relationship with Christ.

Proper 19


Mark 9:14-29: In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus demonstrated His divine power over Satan and his wicked angels.  Satan is still very active in our world, but we can believe in and share the Good News that Jesus has overcome the devil and will protect His people from Satan’s evil attacks.  The One who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4).
Proper 20


Mark 9:30-37: When Jesus calls us to be His own, He calls us to a life of service which, on the surface, may seem too challenging and difficult.  The Good News is that He daily equips us to be His servants and witnesses.  What a privilege we have to speak of Jesus to people who have little or no direction in their lives.

Proper 21


Mark 9:38-50: Becoming a disciple of Jesus by our own choosing is impossible for us!  We cannot choose Him.  He chooses us and equips us to be His people in action.  Through us, He is still calling sinners to repentance and a life with purpose and meaning.  We are blessed to be His ambassadors and to help in this process of calling people to Jesus.  May we do it with joy and fervent love for God in our witness.

Proper 22


Mark 10: 2-16: Children are precious in the eyes of Jesus and so are sinners who are lost in their sin.  What an encouragement for us to be actively working in sharing the Good News with children and others who need to hear some Good News!  Who needs to hear the Good News from you?  Bless them with your beautiful feet today by sharing the Gospel wherever you go. 

Proper 23


Mark 10:17-22: There are so many things in this earthly life that can lead us away from Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  One of the biggest things that can lead us astray is earthly wealth.  The problem is that earthly wealth can never satisfy a hungry soul.  We who have experienced the real meaning of life in Jesus have something much more valuable than earthly wealth to share with people who have hungry souls-the love of Jesus Christ.

Proper 24


Mark 10:23-31: When the disciples asked Jesus who can be saved, He answered by telling them that with man alone this is impossible but all things are possible with God!  We may not understand why God chose us to be His own, but we rejoice that He did. We who have tasted the goodness of God have a powerful story to share with those who are still searching for meaning in their lives.

Proper 25


Mark 10:46-52:  Blind Bartimaeus is healed and immediately follows Jesus.  So also, we who have been cured of the blindness of sin follow Jesus.  It is our prayer that others may join us in following our Savior, Jesus Christ, who not only heals temporally but eternally through His life, death, and resurrection.

Proper 26


Mark 12:28-37:  Jesus gives us what we call “The Golden Rule” – love your neighbor as yourself!  May this rule guide our witness as we seek to share the very same love, forgiveness, and grace that has been given to us by Jesus Christ.

Proper 27


Mark 12:38-44: The widow’s offering, though it was considered by many to be next to nothing, was precious in the sight of God because it was given sacrificially with confidence that God would provide for her needs.  All that we do and give because we are the children of God, though it may seem insignificant to people of this world, is precious to God. Our witness to the Good News of Jesus is also precious to God!

Proper 28


Mark 13:1-13: Jesus encouraged His disciples to pay attention to the signs of the times because they are indicators of the end of time in this world and the beginning of our eternity with God in the new heaven and new earth that He is preparing for us.  Each day we come closer to the end of this world. This fact should provide encouragement for us to be prepared for our Lord’s return and be ready to share the hope that is within us and to do it with gentleness and respect (1Peter3:15).

Proper 29


Mark 13:24-37:  The end of another church year reminds us to be watchful and prepared for Christ the King’s second coming to judge both the living and the dead.  It will be a day of rejoicing for believers but a day of doom for unbelievers.  May we use every opportunity we are given to share the saving faith in Jesus Christ the King with others who are still living in unbelief, so that they may also share life everlasting with all the King’s children in heaven.

