
The upright Word of the Lord 
by whom the heavens were 
made and the revelation of 
God’s steadfast love is Christ 
Jesus, the Word made flesh.

 v. 1–3 Introduction: Praise and  
  sing to God.

 v. 4–9 The Lord is over all the   
  Earth, for He is its Creator. 

 v. 10–17 The Lord is over all   
  nations and kings.

 v. 18–22 Our hope is in the merciful  
  Lord and His steadfast   
  love.

Mention of singing a “new song” to 
the Lord first appears here, but is 
repeated in later psalms (40, 96, 98, 
144, 149).

This psalm emphasizes God’s 
greatness over all creation and all 
the nations and kings of the earth. 
All things are subject to Him.

The psalm speaks of God’s special 
relationship with the people who 
hope in Him: This almighty God 
has steadfast love for His people 
and delivers them.

CHRIST 
 I S  H E R E

STRUCTURE AT A GLANCE

raise befits the upright. 
Give thanks to the Lord. 
(PSALM 33:1B–2A)
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• Rejoicing at good news and  
 blessings.

• When evil seems to prosper.

• During times of doubt.

• When death is near.

PSALM PRAYER
O Lord, feed Your people with the living bread of Your Word and 

deliver our souls from the death of sin. Look on us with Your steadfast 

love and bring us to the joys of the righteous; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen.

PSALM

33

Antiphon:  v. 1b

In the Daily Office:  Mondays at Matins

At the Divine Service:
Historic introit verse for All Saints, St. Philip 
and St. James (v. 1)
Historic alleluia verse for Pentecost (v. 6)

 One-Year:
 Introit for Misericordias (ant: v. 5b–6a)
 Gradual for Trinity 17 (v. 12, 6)
 Psalm for Quasimodo and Trinity 7 (ant: v.  
 6) and Trinity 1 (ant: v. 20)

 Three-Year:
 Introit antiphon for Proper 29C (v. 8)
 Psalm for Proper 14C (ant: v. 20)

 

 

God’s people praise Him and hope in Him, because He is the Lord of all creation. He 
made the world, and continues to govern and keep it. He is also Lord over all the nations 
and kings of the earth. Those rulers and peoples who trust in Him are blessed, while 
those who oppose Him will ultimately be frustrated. Their might cannot save them. 
Moreover, God’s people praise Him and put their hope in Him because He shows His 
steadfast love to them, preserves their lives, and helps and shields them. 
Though God is all-powerful and worthy of being praised, His chief 
characteristic is His steadfast love. Knowing this, the psalmist 
calls upon the righteous to give thanks to Him and sing His 
praise. This God is none other than the Holy Trinity. All three 
Persons work together in creation and in saving God’s people: 
the Word of the Father who becomes incarnate, and the 
life-giving Spirit (SEE V. 4, GEN. 1:1–2 AND JOHN 1:1–3).
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