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e who has clean hands and a pure heart ... e who has clean hands and a pure heart ...
will receive blessing from the Lord and will receive blessing from the Lord and

righteousness from the God of his salvation. righteousness from the God of his salvation.
(PSALM 24:4A, 5) (PSALM 24:4A, 5)




The context for this psalm appears to be when David returned the Ark of the Covenant to

the tabernacle. It opens with the confession that the earth and everything in it belongs to

the LORD, who is the true creator of heaven and earth. This confession leads to some
questions: Who then can ascend into the creator’s presence? David does see himself as

one who can do this, because he has received his righteousness from the LORD. But the

psalm also indicates that one of his descendants would be righteous in and of himself and

that he would bring a generation into God's presence. The psalmist then calls for the gates

to lift up their heads in joy at the coming of the tabernacle and the king. Jesus

Himself is the King of Glory, who alone can perfectly ascend the holy hill /@\
into the Father’s presence. The psalm shows that this king is the LORD

Himself. Because Jesus came in the flesh, lived, suffered, died and rose
again, He can enter the heavenly temple as the King of Glory, the one who
can cleanse the hands and hearts of all His people. This psalm calls on us
to seek Him alone.

USE IN THE CHURCH

« Inthanksgiving for God's Antiphon: v. 4a, 3a (“He who has clean hands and a
Word. pure heart shall ascend the hill of the Lord.”)
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Christ's righteousness. o .
Hymns: LSB 339, “Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting
Doors"
LSB 340/341, “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
PSALM PRAYER
Lord, strong and mighty, Lord, mighty in battle, cleanse our hearts from all
sin and keep our hands without guilt. Purify our souls from vanity that we
may stand in Your holy place, and receive the blessing from the Lord our
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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