
Those who take refuge in the Lord 
rejoice and receive protection — it is 
as though the blood of Christ is being 
spread out over the faithful, giving 
them righteousness and inspiring 
them to sing His praise.

 v. 1–3 David prays to be heard by  
  God.

 v. 4–6 The Lord does not suffer  
  the wicked to dwell in the  
  congregation. 

 v. 7–8 David prays for divine   
  guidance through the   
  liturgy.

 v. 9–10 The Lord does not suffer  
  the wicked to dwell in the  
  congregation.

 v. 11–12 The faithful find divine   
  protection.

David makes the clear confes-
sion in this psalm that though 
he is the king, the LORD is the 
King of all. 

David may be thinking of 
Ahithophel’s rebellion (VERSE 10, 

2 SAM. 15:30–37).

Saint Paul quotes this psalm in 
Rom. 3:13

This psalm is cited twice in the 
Formula of Concord’s article on 
election (FC SD XI:7, 35).
 

CHRIST 
 I S  H E R E

STRUCTURE AT A GLANCE

ive a�ention to the sound of my cry, 
my King and my God, for to you do I pray.     
(PSALM 5:2)
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• Against false preachers. 

• Against rebellious people. 

• For good preaching. 

• For right worship. 

• Teaching the Second   
 Commandment. 

PSALM PRAYER
O Lord, the hope of our salvation, receive the prayers of those who call 
upon You. You who uncover what is hidden, give ear to the cries of our 
hearts. Those things for which we tremble to have commi�ed and blush 
to confess, O King, forgive in Your mercy and blot out by Your goodness. 
As our supplication rises to You in the morning, let the good gi�s of Your 
mercy descend on us early; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PSALM

5

Antiphon:  v. 1b 

In the Daily Office:  
Sundays at Matins and Mondays at late 
morning (Lauds); Matins for Martyrs and 
Confessors (individual and multiple)

At the Divine Service: 
 Three-Year:
 Introit verses for Lent 3C
 Psalm for Proper 25C (ant: v. 11a)

God does not delight in wickedness (verse 4). This is one of the  scriptural proofs that 

God’s foreknowledge of all things does not mean that He desires evil or damnation. 

Rather, God sees evil in people and justly hates it. Unlike the wicked men, David — and all 

the faithful — begin each day with a sacrificial prayer and a faithful promise to be that he 

will be watchful for God’s action in the world. David goes back and 

forth between speaking of the goodness of the Lord and speaking 

about the wickedness of evil men. Such is the daily, if not hourly, 

pa ern of the Christian: goodness and mercy follow us, but in the 

midst of God’s protection, we see evil men everywhere in the world. 

Our refuge is in Christ and not this world. 
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