


REPORT ON DISSENT 

FROM A STATEMENT OF 

SCRIPTURAL AND CONFESSIONAL 

PRINCIPLES AND 

Other Doctrinal Resolutions of The 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

I. Survey of Materials Received

At the time when this report is being prepared, about 575 communi­

cations expressing objections to the adoption of "A Statement" by the 

New Orleans convention of The Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod (Resolu­

tion 3-01, Convention Proceedings, 1973, pp. 127-128) have been received 
by the Commission on Theology and Church Relations. Most of these 
expressions of dissent came from pastors; some came from parochial school 

teachers; several came from professors at synodical schools; a few came 
from pastoral conferences, congregations, church councils, and individual 
lay people. 

The receipt of each of these communications was acknowledged with 

the promise that, following their careful and serious consideration, the 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations would make a report to the 
Synod. 

It should also be noted that in response to a request of the Commission 
on Theology and Church Relations staff, 38 Districts submitted information 

about the action of their District conventions relative to the adoption of 
"A Statement" by the New Orleans convention of The Lutheran Church­

Missouri Synod. Fifteen Districts report that no specific action was taken by 

their conventions directly pertaining to "A Statement." Nine Districts 

adopted resolutions supportive of "A Statement." Four Districts will request 

the Anaheim convention of the Synod to reconsider Resolution 3-01 of the 

New Orleans convention, and ten Districts will urge that Resolution 3-01 be 
rescinded. In no case, however, did Districts asking the Synod to reconsider 

or rescind Resolution 3-01 do so on the basis of any specific doctrinal 

objections to "A Statement." 

At the outset it should be noted that most of the communications 
addressed to the Commission on Theology and Church Relations oppose the 

adoption of "A Statement" on constitutional grounds. The two major con­
stitutional objections are the following: 

1. The adoption of "A Statement" in effect amends Article II of the
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