Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (C)
30 January 2022
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Gracious Creator, Your Son commanded demons and they obeyed Him, so that afflicted people were set free. Cast out the forces of darkness both open and hidden in our world. Give courage, faith, peace and relief to our brotherhood throughout the world who suffer for the sake of Christ, and hold Your children in Your care. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy One, Your Son taught with authority. Through those called into His holy ministry, use that authority to forgive sins, strengthen faith and empower lives of good works, that the people of this world would see Your love in us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Forgive our sins, Lord, especially the false acts that cannot pass for real love. Enable us to reflect Your love, which is patient and kind, does not envy or boast, is not arrogant or rude, and does not insist on its own way. Fill our lives with good works that truly care for others. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the gift of marriage and family [especially Your blessings in the marriages of _____________]. Make the relationship between each husband and wife a picture of Christ’s ceaseless love for His Bride, the Church, that we may live in Your forgiving love. Grant parents Your care as they raise their children, and give every father and mother a zeal that points them constantly to Your ways and Your forgiveness. Fill children with obedience, respect and love for their parents. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You know all things, and the Words of Your mouth stand over nations and over kingdoms, able to pluck up and break down, destroy and overthrow. Rule by Your might, that our nation may be governed and preserved. Do not let us be dismayed as citizens in this world or of Your kingdom, for You are King above all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, arise. Forget not the afflicted, but hear their desires and strengthen their hearts [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father, we praise You for [_____________ and for] all who have lived and died with faith in Christ and now rest in Your presence. Unite us with Your Son and with those saints as we eat and drink His life-giving body and blood at this altar. Grant us repentant hearts as we receive Your gifts, and strengthen us to care for the needs of others in the way of Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (C)
30 January 2022
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all those afflicted by the demonic and every force of darkness, whether open or hidden, that they would be released by Christ, whom even the demons obey; for our brotherhood throughout the world who suffer for Christ’s sake, that they may have courage, faith, peace and relief; and for God’s children everywhere, that He would hold them in His care, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the holy ministry, that Christ who taught with authority may be at work now to forgive sins, strengthen faith and empower lives of good works; and that the people of this world would see His love in us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the forgiveness of sins, especially those false acts that cannot pass for real love; that God would enable us to reflect His love, which is patient and kind, does not envy or boast, is not arrogant or rude, and does not insist on its own way; and that His Spirit would fill our lives with good works that truly care for others, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the gift of marriage and family [especially God’s blessings to _____________]; and that He would make all husbands and wives a picture of Christ’s ceaseless love for His Bride, the Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For parents as they raise their children, that God would give every father and mother zeal that points constantly to His ways and His forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For children, that they may be filled with obedience, respect and love for their parents, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation and its governors and leaders, that God would preserve them; and for the confidence that comes from the Word of our Lord’s mouth, which stands over nations and over kingdoms, that we may not be dismayed as citizens in this world or as citizens of His eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the afflicted, [especially _____________,] that the Lord would not forget them, but arise to hear their desires and strengthen their hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for [_____________ and] all who have lived and died with faith in Christ and now rest in His presence; and for all who commune this day, that we may be united with Christ and with those saints as we eat and drink His life-giving body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
