Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Third Sunday in Advent (C)

12 December 2021
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, You rescue the daughter of Zion from her enemies and take away the judgments against her. Look with compassion upon Your people wherever they suffer for the name of Jesus. Give them wisdom when they are pressured to compromise, provide when they suffer loss, give courage when they are afraid, and strengthen them in the midst of persecution until You deliver them. Preserve them always in the joyful hope that You will restore all that is lost with what cannot be taken away. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, as You once sent messengers before the face of Jesus to prepare His way, so strengthen and encourage all pastors and church workers as they make known His saving name. Open the ears of all who hear to rejoice, repent and firmly believe. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Giver of all good gifts, look upon the households of Your people. Provide companionship for those who are alone, strengthen the bonds of marriage and equip parents to raise their children in love and faith. Grant that our homes may be places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You set the prisoners free. Remember those who are incarcerated justly, and grant that they might repent, be freed from the clutches of sin, accept the consequences of their wrongdoing, and learn to live honestly and peacefully. Remember all those who are imprisoned unjustly. Restore their freedom according to Your will, and preserve them in Your grace and the confidence that You know what is true and just. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son became flesh and healed the sick of all kinds of diseases and afflictions, demonstrating His power and giving us a foretaste of the resurrection on the Last Day. Have mercy upon all those in need of deliverance [especially ____________]. Heal them in Your time and according to Your will, and preserve them in the confidence that You will deliver Your people from all afflictions at the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, the Son of Man came eating and drinking with sinners, that He might proclaim the kingdom and welcome them in by the forgiveness of sins. As He hosts His Supper this day for His repentant people, grant those who partake of His body and blood to be worthy and well-prepared, firmly believing the words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Third Sunday in Advent (C)

12 December 2021
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer for the name of Jesus, that our heavenly Father, who rescues the daughter of Zion, would look on them with compassion, giving them wisdom when pressured to compromise, providing when they suffer loss, granting courage when they are afraid, and delivering them from all evil, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For pastors and all church workers, that God would send them also as messengers before the face of Jesus to prepare His way, making known His saving name; and that the Christ would open the ears of all who hear to rejoice, repent and firmly believe, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our homes, that God would provide companionship for those who are alone, strengthen the bonds of marriage and equip parents to raise their children in love and faith; and that, for Jesus’ sake, our homes would be places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For prisoners, that the Lord would rescue those incarcerated justly from their enslavement to sin, bringing them to repentance and helping them accept the consequences of their wrongdoing; and that He would comfort those imprisoned unjustly, giving them rescue according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in need of healing and deliverance, that as Christ healed the sick of every disease and affliction, He would also show mercy now [especially to ____________]; that He would heal them in His time and according to His will, and preserve them in the repentant confidence of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who partake at the Supper of Christ’s body and blood, that our Father would watch over them and preserve in them repentant and worthy hearts, firmly believing the words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
