Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday after Trinity
11 June 2023
Loving Father, You have kept Your promise to Abraham and brought forth the Offspring in whom all nations are blessed and counted righteous, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to all people saving faith in this promised Savior, and work in them the love that flows from Your love alone. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give boldness and diligence to all ministers of Your Church, [especially _____________,] that they may proclaim the faith once delivered to the saints. Be with all vacant congregations and pastors considering calls. Send forth laborers into Your harvest, and sustain those You have sent. Be with those who work this weekend to prepare for our Synod’s convention. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord God, since we cannot love You whom we have not seen while we hate our brother whom we have seen, drive all prejudice and hatred from our hearts with Your abiding love in Christ, that we may truly show our love for You by loving one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Lord, help our hearts to fear You rightly and to hope in Your steadfast love. Hold Your eye upon us, and deliver us from death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of love, perfect us in Your love, that we may not fear Your condemnation but have confidence in Christ for the Day of Judgment. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Righteous Lord, keep us mindful of the poor who lie suffering at our gates, that we may use our many rich and sumptuous blessings from Your hand to feed their hunger and ease their burdens in this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, be gracious to those in need [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, give repentance and faith to all who come to Your altar this day. Grant that we would not come seeking sumptuous earthly food, but instead discern Your holy body and precious blood for the forgiveness of sins and receive it in the unity of a true confession. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we implore You to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not, like the rich man, hear Your Word in vain and become so devoted to things temporal that we forget things eternal. Grant that we may serve those who are in need readily and according to our ability, not defiling ourselves with carousing or pride. In trial and misfortune, keep us from despair, and let us trust in Your fatherly help and grace, that in faith and Christian patience we may overcome all things; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday after Trinity
11 June 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nations, that they would know Christ, the Offspring promised to Abraham, in whom they are blessed and counted righteous; and that our loving Father would work in them the love that flows from His love alone, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all ministers of Christ’s Church, [especially _____________,] that they may proclaim diligently the faith once delivered to the saints; for all vacant congregations and all pastors considering calls, that the Lord would send forth laborers into His harvest and sustain those He has sent; and for those who work this weekend to prepare for our Synod’s convention, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christ’s abiding love to drive away all prejudice and hatred from our hearts, that we may truly show our love for Him whom we have not seen by loving our brothers whom we do see, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For a right fear of the Lord and confident hope in His steadfast love, that His eye may be upon us to deliver our souls from death, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For perfection in God’s love, that we may not fear His condemnation but have confidence in Christ for the Day of Judgment, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the poor who lie suffering at our gates, that the Lord God would keep us mindful of them so that we may joyfully use our many rich and sumptuous blessings from His hand to feed their hunger and ease their burdens, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in any need, [especially _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful, that we would not come to the altar seeking sumptuous earthly food, but that we would discern Christ’s holy body and precious blood for the forgiveness of sins and receive it in the unity of a true confession, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we implore You to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not, like the rich man, hear Your Word in vain and become so devoted to things temporal that we forget things eternal. Grant that we may serve those who are in need readily and according to our ability, not defiling ourselves with carousing or pride. In trial and misfortune, keep us from despair, and let us trust in Your fatherly help and grace, that in faith and Christian patience we may overcome all things; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
