Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form
Easter Day

9 April 2023
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Lord of life, Your Christ is risen, and we rejoice. Let us hold His finished work firmly in our minds, that we may remember what He has told us and continue always in the one true faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal Father, Your Church has come early in the morning this first day of the week to find the body of Jesus. Grant us greater faith than those first women, that in the confidence of the resurrection we would believe His Word, receiving Him in the blessed Sacrament and proclaiming His truthfulness without hesitation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Faithful God, we have come through the season of discipline, repentance and increased devotion. May these works begun in us continue in faith, hope and love, until You bring them to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Lord, mighty God, Your power is over all things. Even death has become Your footstool. Reign over the might of man, and preserve us against all threats to peace. Give wisdom to our president, our governor, all those elected or appointed to serve our government, and all who judge or enforce the rule of law. Deliver us from pride, from the deceptions of self-sufficiency and from the use of technology without conscience or purpose. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of our risen Lord Jesus, You have founded Your promises in His crucified and risen flesh. Fortify those who suffer in the body, [especially _____________,] that they may stand now on Your Word until they stand anew with Job and all Your resurrected saints. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You have offered the Passover Lamb, Your Son, Jesus Christ, to cleanse away the leaven of sin. Endow us with repentant hearts to receive His resurrected body and blood and newness of life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
All praise to You, dear Father in heaven, for You have opened the way to eternal life by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We give You thanks for all those who have gone before us in the faith and now rest from their labors. Keep us in that same faith, and embolden us by Your resurrection to be fearless in the face of disease, chaos, loneliness and every sorrow of this world. Give us, with Job, the solemn expectation to cheer us: our Redeemer lives, and we, too, shall be resurrected and glorified to live with Him in His eternal kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our resurrected Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Easter Day

9 April 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For minds fixed always on the Word of Christ, that we would rejoice today in His resurrection and continue forever in the one true faith, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For greater faith than the women on the first Easter morning, that certain of His resurrection, we may believe the Word of Christ, seeking His body in the blessed Sacrament and proclaiming His truthfulness without hesitation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faith, hope and love, that the fruits of repentance and our Lenten disciplines would continue until their completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For preservation from all threats to peace, that the Lord would prevent pride, willful might, the deceptions of self-sufficiency and the use of technology without conscience or purpose; and for our president and governor, for those elected or appointed to serve our government, and for all who judge or enforce the rule of law, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For [_____________ and] all who suffer in the body, that strengthened by Christ’s resurrection, they may stand on His Word now until they stand anew with Job and all the resurrected saints, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For hearts and lives cleansed from the leaven of sin, that we may worthily receive Christ, our Passover Lamb, in this Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
All praise to You, dear Father in heaven, for You have opened the way to eternal life by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We give You thanks for all those who have gone before us in the faith and now rest from their labors. Keep us in that same faith, and embolden us by Your resurrection to be fearless in the face of disease, chaos, loneliness and every sorrow of this world. Give us, with Job, the solemn expectation to cheer us: our Redeemer lives, and we, too, shall be resurrected and glorified to live with Him in His eternal kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our resurrected Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
